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Your year-end awards issue 
of Pro Wrestling [Illustrated 
(March 1984) was fantastic. All 
the recipients deserved their 
awards, especially The Road 
Warriors. They were incredible 
in 1983. They defeated every 
team in the Georgia area, and 
they also beat the NWA World 
tag team champions, Jack and 
Jerry Brisco. They deserve 
those belts, and I'll bet my life 
that they will get them in the 
coming year. 

My congratulations as well to 
the other people who received 
awards. 

GEORGE KRAUSSER 
Hopatcong, NJ 


I am shocked at the results of 
1983’s Tag Team of the Year 
ballot. The Road Warriors dis- 
played total disrespect for the 
Officials who govern wrestling, 
and for the rules of the sport 
this year. This award only re- 
wards and encourages their 
actions. 

The runners-up in this cate- 
gory are also quite shocking. 
While the Von Ernchs and 
Freebirds are both excellent 


BRAVO BILLY 

I would like to say that I en- 
joy Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
very much, but I would like to 
see more coverage on great 
Pacific Northwest wrestlers 
such as Billy Jack, Curt Hennig, 
Playboy Buddy Rose, Al Madril, 
Jules Strongbow, Brian Adidas, 


teams, their total obsession with 
each other should have taken 
away much more respect for 
the two teams than it obviously 
did. 

The third runner-up team, 
Jack and Jerry Brisco, totally 
destroyed the trust of many of 
their fans by forsaking the basic 
rules of wrestling. The Briscos 
are totally undeserving of that 
good of a finish, or of the trust 
of the more than 9,000 fans who 
voted for them. 

JAMES McHONE 
Charlotte, NC 


' Tam whiting to comment on 
the March 1984 edition of 
“King’s Court” that featured 
Lou Thesz and Bruno Sammar- 
tino’s thoughts on The Grand 
Wizard winning the PWI Edi- 
tors’ Award. 

Bruno should think twice 
about the statements he made 
in that column. He said that The 
Grand Wizard doesn’t deserve 
the award because of the 
things that he did over the 
course of his career. 

Now I don’t agree with the 
things that many scientific 
wrestlers do. I dislike Jimmy 


Jerry O, and Jimmy Afi. 

I would also like to say 
something about a_ recent 
match that made me think 
twice about how much talent 
we have in the Northwest. 

It was a match between then- 
NWA World champion Harley 
Race and Pacific Northwest 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
welcomes readers’ comments on 
any of our stories or columns. 
Send your letters to: 
BETWEEN FALLS 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Snuka, Brett Sawyer, and Hulk 
Hogan, but I think they de- 
served the awards they re- 
ceived in the year-end poll. 

I was very disturbed by Bru- 
no’s comments. I have lost a lot 
of respect for him as the result 
of reading this article. 

I feel Bruno Sammartino 
owes an apology to Peter King 
and to the other editors of your 
great magazine regarding the 
presentation of the 1983 Edi- 
tors’ Award. 


DAN WAGNER 
South Amboy, NJ 


heavyweight champion Billy 
Jack. The match was a best of 
three falls confrontation. In the 
first fall, Billy was in control all 
the way, but Race managed to 
score a pin by pulling on Billy’s 
trunks. Billy won the second fall 
by using his full-nelson (which 

(Continued on page 64) 
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HERE’S A NEW WWE 
heavyweight champion. The 
Iron Sheik, a veteran profes- 


sional and a former member of - 


the lranian Olympic team, de- 
feated Bob Backlund on De- 
cember 26 in New York’s Madi- 
son Square Garden, ending 
Backlund’s title reign two month’s 
before its sixth anniversary. 
Several days prior to that 
match, Backlund had been hurt 
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The Iron Sheik focuses his attack on Bob Backlund’s injured back (above). The Sheik celebrates his 
victory, as Arnold Skoaland, carrying the towel he threw into the ring to stop the match, helps 
Backlund through the ropes (right). 


while trying to perform the Sheik’s 
exercise regimen of swinging the 
Iranian exercise clubs over his 
head. Iron Sheik attacked Back- 
lund during the exercise, injuring 
his neck, shoulders, and left arm. 

In New York, Backlund entered 
the ring favoring his arm. As 
Ayatoliah Fred Blassie sat at 
ringside and offered encourage- 
ment, The Iron Sheik claimed an 
early advantage and systemati- 


With Bill Apter 


cally proved his superiority over 
the injured champion. 

At the 11:50 mark, Arnold 
Skoaland threw in the towel 
from Backlund’s corner; Sheik 
had trapped Backlund in the 
camel clutch, and Skoaland was 
worried that it might cause perma- 
nent neck and shoulder injuries to 
the champion. 

As referee Dick Kroll pre- 
sented the WWF belt to The Iron 
Sheik, Blassie ran around the ring 
in utter jubilation—Blassie has 
managed WWF tag team champi- 
ons, but the highly coveted heavy- 
weight title has always eluded 
him. 


Many fans on hand in Madison 
Square Gardén were completely 
stunned, and in fact believed that 
the title would be returned to 
Backlund on a_ technicality—but 
no technicalities here. Iron Sheik 
is the new champion. 

(Continued on page 48) 


== EXCITING DIET BREAKTHROUGH! 2} 


Lose Pounds & Inches 


WHILE YOU SLEEP! 


LIPOGENE-GH'—The OVERNIGHT DIET Sensation! 


NO MORE FAT! 
NO MORE FLAB! 
NO MORE CELLULITE! 
NO MORE DIETING! 


FACT: LIPOGENE-GH™ IS NOT REALLY A “DIET” 
IN THE TRUE SENSE OF THE WORD. THIS 
POWERFUL, FAT EMULSIFIER ACTUALLY 
ATTACKS AND DISSOLVES UNSIGHTLY POCKETS 
OF EXCESS FATTY TISSUE AND DOES IT OVER- 
NIGHT WHILE YOU SLEEP! 


A DIET SO EASY EVEN YOU WON'T FAIL THIS 
TIME. NO CALORIE COUNTING, NOTHING TO MIX, 
NOTHING ELSE TO BUY, NO STRENUOUS EXER- 
CISE, NO BORING FOODS; AND NO_SUPER- 
MARKET DIET MIRACLES—JUST TAKE 
LIPOGENE-GH™ AN HOUR BEFORE YOU GO TO 
BED AND WAKE UP THE FOLLOWING MORNING 
SLIMMER, TRIMMER AND BETTER LOOKING 
THAN YOU WERE THE NIGHT BEFORE. THERE 
es ee ELSE TO DO AND NO OTHER DIET 
Y! 


LIPOGENE-GH ™ Is Finally Available! 


The LIPOGENE-GH™ compound is so new, so revolution- 
ary, it has the entire diet industry buzzing, Why? Because 
this incredible compound can make very ordinary “diets” 
obsolete, For the first time you don't have to diet to lose 
excess fat. You'll be thinner and your body will be firmer 
overnight! 


How Can The LIPOGENE-GH"™ 
Compound Be So Easy To Use 
Yet So Visibly Effective? 


Doctors and scientists have known for many years that 
the release of the “GH FACTOR’ is responsible for acceler- 
ated fat metabolism (the burning of fat for energy) and 
the production of youthful, firm muscle tissue. As we 
one the 25 to 30 age bracket, the release of the 
“GH FACTOR" diminishes sharply. Research now believes 
this could be the single most important reason why 
after that age bracket you tend to gain weight (in the 
form of fat) much faster and keep it on a lot longer. To 
combat this fat buildup there is now this exclusive 
LIPOGENE-GH™ Formula 


PS. When you are visiting Florida, we cordially invite you 
to stop by our offices and retail outlet to say hello and see 
what is being planned for future release. 


© 1983 THE ROBERTSON-TAYLOR CO. 


LIPOGENE-GH 
WORKS FROM WITHIN 
TO DISSOLVE FAT, OVERNIGHT! 


Amazing new breakthrough formula stimuates the release 
of "GH FACTOR” (growth hormone). Targets your body's 
“Fat Storage Pockets” and literally dissolves them while 
you sleep! Wake up slimmer, firmer and happier each and 
every morning! LIPOGENE-GH™ will do all this quickly 
and effectively or it costs you absolutely nothing 


LIPOGENE-GH' Works 
While You Sleep! 


The most incredible aspect of the LIPOGENE-GH™ com- 
pound is that it works while you sleep. The LIPOGENE- 
GH™ compound acts overnight to begin its biologic attack 
on pockets of stored, unsightly fat (you know where they 
are; around the waist, hips, buttocks, thighs and arms) 
literally burning them away AUTOMATICALLY! Now, all 
you need to do to shed sa Pee and inches is 
remember to take your LIPOGENE-GH™ tablet an hour or 
two before you go. to bed at night. THAT IS IT! No more 
Starvation diets, no more fad diets, no more foul-tasting 
powder diets, no more supermarket pills. 


NOTICE: DO NOT ACCEPT SUBSTITUTES OR LOOK ALIKES! 


LIPOGENE-GH™ js aed blend of free form amino acids. When taken before going to bed, LIPOGENE-GH™ will stimulate the 


felease of “GH FACTO 
when the combination of free form amino acids are in the correct proportions 


during the first few hours of sleep, You must understand that the release of tte *GH FACTOR’ will only occur 


No More Exercise, No More Calorie 
Counting, No More Books, Suits or 
Supermarket Miracle Pills! 


This “Non-Diet", superstrength, overnight fat emulsifier 
is so easy to use. so fool-proof that even you WILL NOT 
FAIL THIS TIME. Just think of it, if ae can just remember 
to take your LIPOGENE-GH™ tablet about two hours 
before you go to bed, your diet problems will be over. 
You'll wake up thinner, healthier and looking much better 
than. you did the night before—and that’s guaranteed! 


The Exclusive LIPOGENE-GH"™ 
Compound Is Laboratory Certified. 


In the next few months you will see more and more 
products that claim to be “GH FACTOR® activators We 
at the Robertson-Taylor Company, a Division of Intra- 
Medic Formulations, Inc., want you to know that just 
because they may contain similar ingredients that does 
not necessarily mean they will work the Same way. The 
basic raw materials are expensive to produce and must be 
prepared properly to stimulate the release of the “GH 
FACTOR™. To ensure the proper amount and correct pro- 
pai necessary to activate the “GH FACTOR’, order 

IPOGENE-GH™ today! By no means are we suggesting 
that all other products in this new classification are worth- 
less, but to be absolutely sure, order LIPOGENE-GH", 
laboratory certified and guaranteed by the Robertson- 
Taylor Company. 


UNCONDITIONAL 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 


As with all Robertson-Taylor Company's formulations, 
LIPOGENE-GH™ is covered by our no-nonsense money back 
guarantee. Our guarantee contains no fine print or misleading 
terms. Simply stated, if you use our fine LIPOGENE-GH™ fat 


eliminating compound and do not sce incredible overnight 
results, results you would have, until now, thought impossi- 
eble, just return the empty container (we would like you to 
use all of this fine formula) for a full, prompt. no questions 
asked, total refund (including the $2.00 shipping and hand- 
ling). Again, let us restate if for any reason you are not 
totally satisifed with LIPOGENE-GH”™, it will cost you 
absolutely nothing. 


PRIORITY ORDER FORM! 


| YOU COULD HAVE LOST POUNDS OF EXCESS | 
| FAT WHILE YOU SLEPT IF YOU HAD BEEN | 


TAKING LIPOGENE-GH™ BEFORE YOU WENT 


TO BED! | 
| (1 UPOGENE-GH”™ 28 tablets (2 weeks) $24.95 | 
7] LIPOGENE-GH" 56 tablets (4 weeks) $39.95 
i Add $2.00 Shipping and Handling ___ $2.00 | 
| \ Total Enclosed | 
| Send Check or Money Order, VISA [-] ~ or MasterCard [) | 
SS SS ES SS | 
Name 
| Address | 
| City j 
| CC ——— 1 


Mail to; THE ROBERTSON-TAYLOR CO., Suite 3540 
135 East Oakland Park Bivd.. Fort Lauderdale, Flarida 33334 
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Bruno Sammartino, wrestling with a broken right arm, summoned his tremendous courage to 
wrestle and successfully defend his WWF title against Waldo Von Erich in 1975. Bob Backlund 
~ showed equal courage as champion. 


OURAGE IS A word that can 
be described in millions of 
ways, many of. them wrong. 
Courage is not standing up and 
running into a hail of enemy ma- 
chine-gun fire; that’s stupidity. 
Courage is not getting into a 
fight with someone you know is 
weaker; that’s being a bully. — 
Bob Backlund has courage. As 
a wrestler, and as a man.) Sure, 
some of you may point a finger 
at him at laugh, because of how 
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he sobbed uncontrollably in the 
dressing room after losing the 
WWF title to The Iron Sheik. 
“Men don’t cry," you may say. 
But sometimes, the most coura- 
geous thing a man can do is to 
let the world see his emotions, 
no matter how pitiful some peo- 
ple may think he looks. 

In his loss to Iron Sheik, Back- 
lund entered the ring at less than 
full strength. But | know neither 
Bob nor his manager, Arnold 


Skoaland, would use this as an 
excuse. Injuries are something 
champions must live with. For in- 
stance, Bruno Sammartino, when 
he was WWF champion, once 
stepped into the ring with a bro- 
ken arm and_ successfully de- 
fended his title against Waldo 
Von Erich. On another occasion; 
Bruno’s neck was broken by Stan 
Hansen during a match. Still, 
Sammartino battled on and left 
the ring that night with the belt 
strapped around his waist. 

But no champion can succeed 
all the time with serious injury. 
Bruno, a Living Legend, was an 
exception to the rule. But none 
of this detracts, from Backlund’s 
courage. 

Entering the ring knowing you 
have a serious injury is the true 
test of courage. Backlund could 
have canceled his match with 
Sheik, but he didn’t. He felt that 
would be letting his fans down. | 
think some of the intense sad- 
ness Bob felt after the match was 
the realization that perhaps he 
had let his fans down even more 
by wrestling Sheik with injuries 
to his back, arm, and ribs suf- 
fered in a previous attack by the 
Sheik. | guess Backlund hoped 
that the excitement and impor- 
tance of a title defense would get 
the adrenaline flowing. Maybe he 
thought he would be able to ig- 
nore the pain. Of course, the 
Sheik also knew of Backlund’s in- 
juries, and he took advantage 
with his excruciatingly painful 
camel clutch. 

Backlund must have felt as if 
his back was being broken as 
Sheik pulled back on the clutch. 
Skoaland, perhaps realizing that 
Bob was in such intense pain 
that he couldn't even utter the 
words “I give up,” threw a towel 
into the ring, signaling surrender. 
Some fans have said that Skoa- 
land should be held responsible 
for Backlund’s loss, but | dis- 
agree. Arnold has been around * 

(Continued on page 50) 


Now, Even If You Have Been Thin For Years, You Can 


GAIN * 5,410,145 POUNDS 


without dangerous drugs, without exercise, 
without unpleasant tasting medicines, 
MEN—an impressive manly body, 
WOMEN —a curvier, glamorous figure. 


If you had started this amazing method just a 
few short weeks ago, right now you could ‘ 


beupto5, 10, even 15 pounds 
heavier or more! 


At last, no matter what you have tried, no 
matter what you have done, if you are 
a normally healthy person, you can gain up 
to 5, 10, 15 pounds or more safely, surely, 
pleasantly, and that's a guaranteed money- 
back fact. 


Yes now, even if you have been thin for 
years, you can have the fuller, more attrac- 
tive body you have always wanted without 
dangerous drugs, without heart-straining 
exercise, without unpleasant tasting 
medicines! 

This exciting method is easy, pleasant, 
and medically sound beyond a shadow ofa 
doubt, and your own Doctor could tell you 
the same thing. 


HERE’S ALL YOU DO 


Before meals, or whenever you feel like it, 
you take delicious, chewable, nutritionally 
fortified GAIN tablets and that’s it! No other 
medication to take. Nothing difficult or un- 
pleasant to do, and without even being aware 
of it, a wonderfully exciting change takes 
place. : 

Those high-galorie GAIN tablets are rich 
in body-building materials! They not only 
add weight themselves, but they sharpen 
your appetite! You look forward to meal- 
times, and without even realizing it, you 
start to eat more and almost immediately 
the weight gaining process begins! 


As you follow your GAIN Plan which 
includes nutritional high calorie menus, You 
add pounds and inches to your arms, legs, 
chest, hips, everywhere. You'll be amazed at 
the fantastic transformation that occurs 
... as thin, unattractive areas start to 
develop into new magnetic appeal. You'll be 


SKINNY MEN AND WOMEN 
ARE NOT ATTRACTIVE 


= at 


. a skinny, scrawny body is no asset 
in social or business life. Give the GAIN 
Plan a chance, to help build you up and 
put firm flesh on you. 


© G-P.C., 1980 


thrilled to discover that as you gain weight 
you will have more pep and energy for all 
the wonderful things in life! 


THINK OF WHAT THIS CAN 
MEAN TO YOU 


If you are one of those unfortunate people 
who can't wear all the new high style 
clothes you want to wear... if you are 
ashamed of the way you look in a bathing 
suit... embarrassed because your legs 
are too thin and spindly .. . your chest is 
too flat... your arms aren't the full, 
rounded limbs they were meant to be... If 
you long for a more attractive-looking body, 
the safe, pleasant GAIN Plan can be the 
answer to your prayers! ; 


Yes, now, with the GAIN Plan to help, 
it's so easy, So pleasant to add pounds and 
inches of firm, attractive flesh .. . so full- 
filling to feel better, stronger, more vital and: 
alive! But don't take our word for it. Prove 
it to yourself at our risk! 

if you sincerely want to gain weight, and 
to look better and feel better as a result, 


HERE IS OUR OFFER... 


We honestly believe the GAIN Plan to be 
the finest and most effective product of its 
type sold anywhere in the world today, and 
to prove our confidence, we are backing that 
statement up with this honest, straight- 
forward offer... ' 

Try the fabulous new GAIN Plan jn your 


GAIN IS SAFE 


GAIN is not a dangerous drug, medi- 
cine or a fishy-tasting oil. It is made 
of safe, pure ingredients, contains 
nothing which could possibly harm you, 
and may even be taken with complete 
safety by children. 


GAIN PRODUCTS CORP. ® Box 2346, Carbondale, III. 62901 


medical journal reports on 


own home at our risk. Subject it to any 

test you like. Weigh yourself before you 
start. Weigh yourself later. If you haven't 
started to see substantial weight gain within 
7 days, and if you don't feel better and look 
better as a result, or, if you are not com- 
pletely satisfied for any reason, PAY 
NOTHING! It's just as simple as that. 


If you are in doubt... . even if you think 
nothing can possibly help you, for the sake 
of your appearance, and your happiness, at 
least try it! If the GAIN Plan works the way 
we know it will, you'll agree it is worth the 
few dollars it cost. 

On the other hand, if it doesn’t work the 
way you expected, it costs you nothing, and 
a least you have had the satisfaction of 
trying it at eur expense. 

What could be fairer than that? The next 
move is up to you, Once and for all, de- 
termine to do something about your under- 
weight! We know you'll be happy you did. 


T — —7— MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY -— —— 


GAIN PRODUCTS CORP. Dept G808 
Box 2346, Carbondale, Ill. 62901 


Please send my package of GAIN Plan im- 
mediately with the understanding that If | am 
not satisfied, | may have my money back, no 
questions asked. 
CO One’ GAIN PLAN for $9.98 
© SAVE $2.00! Order 2 for $17.96 
(© SAVE $5.00! Order 3 for $25.00 

Enclosed ig $___—__- 
cash, ( check or ©) money order 


NAME 
please print 
ADDRESS 


CITY 


poooc------eeeeee 


VITAL NOTE 


A current issue of a famous 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


Send for the GA\*' Plan today. Try 

if for 7 days entirely at our risk. If, 
at the end of 7 days, you haven’ 
started to gain pounds and inches 
and to look better and to feel better 
... If you aren't convinced the GAIN 
Plan is a safe, pleasant, way to 


. gain weight, don’t keep it! Return 
a the empty bottle and get your 
Le *. money back immediately, 


no questions asked! 


t 


recent government controlled 
study. This study, conducted 
over a 24 year period on 5,000 
underweight and overweight men 
and women, proves that being 
underweight is as injurious to 
health and longevity as being 
overweight. 
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DON’T RECALL the journey 

from my press seat at Madison 
Square Garden to The Iron 
Sheik’s dressing room. My legs 
instinctively took me there, but my 
brain was still numb from what | 
had witnessed. just minutes 
earlier. 

It would become more numb. 

It was a time for celebration, so 
| have to assume that | was wit- 
nessing a celebration. It was noth- 
ing like the celebration you and | 
are used to seeing in the dressing 
rooms of World Series or Super 
Bow! champions. There was no 
screaming for joy, no champagne 
flowing, seemingly no joy at all. 
When | first walked through the 
door, everyone was kneeling in 
prayer. After that there was an 
awful lot of crying. It seemed as if 
| had stumbled across an Iranian 
funeral. 

Fred Blassie, the Ayatollah Fred 
Blassie, spotted me looking on in 
wonderment. Blassie, wearing the 
traditional. Arab kaffiyeh on his 
head, had taken part in the prayer 
ritual, but somehow he couldn’t 
force himself to cry, as the 
Sheik’s entourage of /egitimate 
Iranians were. Blassie was .a 
happy man, and he could not 
hide the fact. He had been seek- 
ing the WWF title as either a 
wrestler or a manager since the 
early 1970s, and he had finally 
achieved his goal. He slapped me 
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The Iron Sheik displays his loyalty to Iranian leader Ayatollah Khomeini. More for his political stand 


By Stu Saks 


cua e 
ae 


bag) 
Le inf 


wae 


and his association with Fred Blassie than his wrestling style, the Sheik has earned the number eight 


position ineour Most Hated ratings. 
on the back, rattling my spinal 
cord. ‘‘Ha, ha, ha! [oh, how | hate 
when he laughs in that gravelly 
voice of his], the ways of the Irani- 
ans have you a little confused, 
don’t they Saks, ha, ha, ha!’ 
Blassie, as inconsiderate as 


any man | have ever met, did not 
care that his laughter was interfer- 
ing with the prevailing mood 
around him. “Il can’t expect a 
geek reporter like you to under- 
stand the ways of the great peo- 

(Continued on page 54) 
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J.L., Pennsylvania 
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sensational Bob Backlund in a “promoter's 
dream” match-of-the-century! Square off the 
Incredible Hulk Hogan against Andre the 
Giant — or better yet — make them an awe- 
some tag-team duo! 
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oter of the action-packed Superstar Wrestling 
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fenses and Texas Death matches! For added 
excitement, arrange Battle Royals, Tag- 
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contains computer generated data based on 
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@ rule booklet & scoring sheets 
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who, and how often. 


So, don't delay — order today. No true wresti- 
ing fan should be without one!!! ‘ 
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Flair ... Superfly Snuka ... Otto Wanz ... Mil 
Mascaras ... Andre the Giant ... Pedro 
Morales ... Hulk Hogan ... Jack Brisco... Terry 
Funk ... Dory Funk, Jr. ... Superstar Graham 
... Cowboy Bob Orton ... Mad Vachon ... 
Harley Race ... Dusty Rhodes ... Tommy Rich 
... Ken Patera ... Crippler Stevens ... Bruno 
Sammartino ... Playboy Buddy Rose ... 
Crusher Blackwell Ted DiBiase ... 
Blackjack Mulligan ... Super Destroyer ... lvan 
Putski ... Chief Wahoo McDaniel ... Mr. Fuji... 
Bruiser ... Roddy Piper... Ric Martel... Mag- 
nificent Muraco ... Chief Jay Strongbow ... 
and Abdullah the Butcher!!! 


SUPERSET-II 


Sgt. Slaughter ... Killer Brooks ... Ernie Ladd 
.. Tony Atlas ... Mr. Wrestling Il.. Rocky 
Johnson ... Junkyard Dog ... Tiger Mask ... 
Kerry Von Erich ... El Santo Negro ... Big John 
Studd ... Jesse Ventura ... King Lawler ... 
Barry Windham ... Larry Zbyszko ... Capt. 
Redneck ... Kevin Sullivan ... The Purple 
Haze ... Tony Garea ... Greg Gagne... Turk... 
Frank Dusek ... Adrian Street ... Jim Brunzell 
... Dr. Red Fang ... Buzz Sawyer ... Iron Mike 
Sharpe ... Bob Armstrong ... Ivan Koloff ... 
Greg Valentine ... Don Kernodle ... King Kong 
Mosca ... Tully Blanchard ... Adrian Adonis ... 
and Kamala the Ugandan Giant!!! 


* SUPERSTAR WRESTLING GAME « 
WOODMERE, NY 11598 


I can’t wait to jump in the ring! Please'send me the following with a 100% money-back guarantee: 


(1) SuperSet | — $10 (plus $2 postage and handling) 


[) SuperSet Il — $10 (plus $2 postage and handling) 
(2 SPECIAL OFFER! Both sets for only $15.95 (plus $2 postage and handling). 


BOX 68, DEPT. PWI 


SAVE OVER $6.00! 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
OO STATE ziP 


He is 


ME! © 


YOU’RE THE WRESTLER 


You've finally made it to the big time! The ten- 
sion is so thick, you can cut it with a foreign 
object. On any given day you can become 
Big John Studd, Capt. Redneck, Nick 
Bockwinkle, or some other world famous 
grappler! At the bell, you both roll the dice and 
absolute mayhem breaks loose! You ex- 
change forearms and dropkicks with your foe. 
Suddenly, you're locked.in an octopus-like 
bear hug. But, instead of submitting, you 
break the hold and counter with an explosion 
of elbow smashes, followed by a bone-crush- 
ing body slam ... Excitement like this truly 
radiates from each and every match. 


ALSO AVAILABLE HERE 


11 Gast 33 St 
New York NY 
19016 

212) 685. 3880) 


The Compleat 
Strategist 320 West 57 St 
New York NY 
10013 
(212) 562, 1272 
8 West 51 20) Mass Ave 
Strategy & Baltimore MD Bustin MA 
Fantasy Word 21218 02115 
310) 366 1668 (617) 267 2451 
W2E Broad St 2011 WainurSr 254 W Deka Pike 
Falls Choreh, VA Phuadelpina PA Valley Fora 
22046 18108 Shoppmg Center 
708) $32 2477. (21) 563 2960 King of Prussia PA 
19406 
(215) 265 8562 


PLEASE ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY @ U.S. FUNDS ONLY 
Oe TT eee 


WHAT THEY ARE SAYING 


Every month, our reporters will compile wrestlers’ most revealing quotes. Often 
catching the grapplers with their guards down, our reporters will work endlessly in 
obtaining interesting quotes on a variety of subjects. 


MIKE VON ERICH 

“So far, so good. | haven’t lost a match yet, and | have to 
credit my brothers and my dad for that. They’ve been a big 
help to me. | don’t know if | can keep this winning streak 
going, but I'll try my hardest. The fans have been really great, 
also. It’s really exciting to hear them cheer for me, and ll do 
everything | can to keep that going, too.” 


ROCKY JOHNSON 
“Tony Atlas and | are working harder than ever. You can’t 
just sit back on a title and enjoy it. It’s a lot of work. There are 
a lot of people, especially Lou Albano and The Samoans, who 
would like nothing better than to see us let up on our training 
a little. We’re not gonna give them a chance to get the WWF 
belts back.”’ 


KEN PATERA 

“‘!’m sick and tired of not getting the attention | know | 
deserve. I’ve proven myself in singles and tag team matches. 
I’ve held more championships than most people even dream 
about. I’ve beaten every big name in professional wrestling. 
Find me someone who can read off a list of accomplishments 
like mine. There is nobody. I’m the best.” 


TED DIBIASE 
““Okay, world, let it be known that I, Ted DiBiase, without any 
help from anyone, ran Tommy Rich, ‘Mr. Teen Idol,’ out of 
professional wrestling for good. | can just see all the little girls 
sitting at home crying into their pillows. But don’t worry, 
you'll still be able to see Tommy perform, bagging groceries 
at your local supermarket.”’ 
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TERRY “MAGNUM T.A.” ALLEN 

“Mr. Wrestling Il is my coach, but he isn’t my manager. | 
appreciate ail the help he’s given me, and | think his help has 
made a difference in my wrestling, but he can’t tell me who | 
can and can’t wrestle with. If | want to wrestle in tag team 
matches with Lanny Poffo, | will, no matter what Il says to 
me. I’ve gotta live my own life.’’ 


GREG VALENTINE 

“Dick Slater has no right to call himself U.S. champion. He 
tricked me into getting the title shot, and his pal Bob Orton 
was responsible for my loss. | never signed for a No- 
Disqualification Match with Slater. He tricked me into 
wrestling him and then had his friend interfere in the match 
so he could win. | swear I’ll get that belt back.”’ 


HECTOR GUERRERO 
“Money talks. D’ya know what it says? It says, ‘l can give you 
everything you’ve ever wanted.’ It took me a while to listen, 
but finally | realized that my new manager, Gentleman Jim 
Holliday was saying some pretty intelligent things. Now | have 
the bucks and I’m a happy man. Don’t let anyone tell you that 
money doesn’t buy happiness. It does.” 


PAUL ELLERING 

“lam the man who brings excitement to World 
Championship Wrestling. | have given the fans the honor of 
watching the National tag team champions, The Road 
Warriors, week after week on national TV. | am responsible ~ “g 


for Jake Roberts’ incredible success, and | have brought the wf 
fire-throwing Sheik back from his self-imposed exile. Where : at 
would this sport be without me?” 


TONY GAREA 
‘“‘We are all quite pleased with the comeback Eddie Gilbert 
has been making. He has come out of physical therapy with 
flying colors, and with every assurance from the doctors that 
he is capable of performing at 100 percent. | think that barring 
anything like what happened last time in Eddie’s match 
against the Masked Superstar, he’ll be just fine.’’ 
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Terty ‘Magnum T.A.” Allen looks for Mr. Wrestling II’s advice from ringside as he twists the arm 


of Boris Zurkhov. 


ERRY ALLEN, the man who 

calls himself ‘‘Magnum T.A.,” 
is the kind of a man who prides 
himself on many things. 

For one thing, he prides himself 
on his physique. That’s part of the 
reason he adopted the name ‘‘Mag- 
num T.A.” It’s an open recogni- 
tion of the glamour and charisma 
that develops from the awesome 
combination of his natural good 
looks and his constantly improving 
physique. 
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For another thing, he prides 
himself on his honesty and fair- 
mindedness, and it is those qualities 
that have come under great stress 
in recent months. 

“It’s kind of difficult for me, 
because I consider Lanny Poffo a 
friend of mine,’ Magnum said 
during a recent interview at his 
home in Chesapeake, Virginia. ‘‘I 
don’t like to criticize someone like 
Mr. Wrestling I. He’s done a great 
job as my adviser, and he’s’ given 


BY LIZ HUNTER 


EN 


me some excellent suggestions re- 
garding my wrestling style. I don’t 
like to say it, considering the man’s 
reputation and his vast knowledge 
and experience, but I really think 
he’s wrong about this.” 

What Magnum is referring to is 
a statement by Wrestling IJ regard- 
ing Lanny Poffo. You see, Lanny’s 
father, Angelo, was a hated rule- 
breaker for many’ years. Randy 
Savage, Lanny’s brother, has inher- 
ited his father’s style. 

When Magnum T.A. said he 
wanted to tag team with Lanny 


Poffo, Wrestling I] came out and 


said that Lanny’s family was no 
good, that Lanny could be a bad 
influence on Magnum’s career. 

“TI know all about Lanny’s fam- 
ily,’ Magnum said, ‘‘and it doesn’t 
bother me a bit. I was sitting down 
with Wrestling II one day, and we 
were watching a tape of Randy 
Savage in Kentucky. He was brutal 
as hell, tearing up guys’ heads; 
beating them senseless. The an- 
nouncér said something about 
Randy ‘holding contempt and ha- 
tred for his fellow wrestlers.’ I 
know all about him.” 

But doesn’t it make Magnum 
just a little bit nervous to know 
that Lanny’s brother could be so 
sadistically cruel? 

*‘Hey, I never claimed to be a 
policeman for professional wres- 
tling,’ Magnum said. ‘What 
Randy does is his own business. If 
and when he starts attacking me, 
then I'll make him my _ business. 
But as for Randy and Lanny being 
brothers, I don’t think that’s any 
problem. Cain and Abel came 

(Continued on page 58) 
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By Dan Shocket 


ITHOUT ANY FURTHER 
ado, we begin with your 
completions to the sentence “‘Kerry, 
David, and Kevin Von Erich are 
most like Moe, Larry, and Curly 
because... 
. . . you can’t take either team seri- 
ously, but they’re great for laughs. 
Although the Three Stooges were 
more intelligent, the Von Erichs 
have funnier hairstyles. The major 
difference is that the Three Stooges 
were just an act, while the Von 
Erichs are bona fide klutzes. 
DONALD S. LORD 
Middletown, CT 


... they are stupid, clumsy, fool- 
. ish, and ridiculously awful. If you 

i; ' combined their IQs, the number 
A / | you would get would be lower than 


ts ; the wind chill factor in Antartica. 
) em He wey STEPHEN CARUSO 
b> Columbia, MD 

~/ Ss . they all make a great deal of 

* stupid mistakes, their physiques are 


very much the same, and in the 
eyes of a true fan all of ‘their ac- 
tions receive nothing but laughter. 
STEVE HORNATKO 

Glen Burnie, MD 


It’s hard to tell whether David Von Erich is celebrating a victory or crying about a defeat. His face 
always looks the same in both instances. ... their wrestling ability is no 
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Why is it that it wouldn't surprise me to see Kerry hit Kevin with the back of his hand and go, ‘‘whoo, whoo, whoo!”’? 


greater. They wrestle like idiots and 
make excuses after every match. 
David said he would quit if they 
banned the claw. I know how to 
make them all quit—ban whining! 
EDDIE HICKS 

Staten Island, NY 


they are unstable mentally, 

they whine when they can’t have 

their way or when they lose, and 

they can’t understand  they’re 
doomed to failure. 

VONSHA BROWN 

Columbus, GA 


... both teams are jokes to the 
human race. What the heck, let the 
Von Erich sisters come up to the 
WWE. Karen, Karla, and Donna 
could join Roberta Backlund in 
providing us with examples of inep- 
titude and mediocrity in wrestling 

here in the WWF. 
SCOOTER LIVINGSTON 
Bridgewater, MA 


. when: they get together, their 
opponents wish they could watch 
the trio clown around. David-Moe 
gets mad and his eyes pop out like 
egg yolks. Kerry-Curly has the in- 
nocent look that betrays he’s the 
stupidest of the trio. Kevin-Larry 
has the moves of a sabre-toothed 
grandma of 1949. If The Fabulous 
Freebirds hadn’t been laughing so 


hard, the Von Stoogies would 
never have won the belts. 

CLIFFORD S. THOMPSON 

' JOHNNY D. JEFFRIES 


Lexington, NC 


... because of the pathetic way 

they try to do things. Their bum- 

bling idiocy is a tribute to Three 
Stooges comedy. 

CHUCK EATON 

Troy, NY 


. ... they have their heads pounded 
on time after time and still can’t 
realize they’re nothing but bums. 
They’re foolish enough to think 


Kerry is probably on the phone with one of his 
brothers. He looks like he’s asleep. 


they can compete with The 
Freebirds. Need any more be said? 
JOHN SHELDON 

Crandon, WI 


Dear Dan, 

How dare you compare the Von 
Erich brothers to Larry, Moe, and 
Curly? The Three Stooges were 
masters of their field, which is a lot 
more than I can say about the Von 
Erichs. I demand that you apolo- 
gize to the fans‘of Moe, Larry, and 
Curly for comparing them, to such 
lowlife wormslime. 

IRWIN TAJER 
Oakdale, NY 


Dear Mr. Shocket, 

I am outraged over your latest 
contest! How dare you compare 
the immortal Stooges with the Von 
Erich scum. I feel you owe the 
many Stooges fans an apology! ; 

ANDREW WEBER 
Baldwin, NY 
Dear Messrs. Tager and Weber, 

Your point is well taken. I meant 
no disrespect to the Stooges, fam- 
ous and beloved men in their field. 
Certainly they deserve much more 
respect than the Von Erichs. This 
contest was in no way intended to 
besmirch the memory of the 
Stooges by making odious compari- 
sons to the» ineffectual Von 
Erichs. O 
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Every issue, three reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an incisive press 
conference with a top wrestling 
star. The questions will be 
demanding. And the answers will 
reveal the innermost thoughts of 
the giants of the sport 
a 


Be sure to watch for “Pro Wrestling Illustrated Press Conference,” a semi-regular feature of Championship Wrestling 
From Florida and World Championship Wrestling from Georgia on your favorite television stations. 


(Though having wrestled pro- 
fessionally only three years, Mike 
Rotondo has demonstrated to the 
world the true meaning of the 
word veteran. After losing the 
Southern heavyweight title back 
to Cowboy Ron Bass, Rotondo 
did not slip into depression. He 
entered and won a one-night 
tournament in St. Petersburg to 
decide a new Florida State cham- 
pion. In the tournament final, 
Rotondo defeated former U.S. 
champion Greg Valentine with an 
airplane spin to take the title va- 
cated by Barry Windham a 
month earlier. Rotondo is one of 
only a few wrestlers who has 
held the both the Florida State 
and Southern titles. He has en- 
deared himself to the Florida fans 
and has established himself as a 
major challenger to Ric Flair’s 
NWA World title. Senior Editor 
Bill Apter and Associate Editor = 
Craig Peters met with Rotondo at Bass and manager J.J. Dillon, and Rotondo holds aloft his newly won Florida belt. 
Tampa’s Sportatorium. They dis- a possible opportunity to com- Mike is interviewed by Craig Peters and Bill 
cussed the challengers for his pete for the NWA World APtr (opposite top). 
new title, his ongoing feud with championship.) 


22 


RENO 


“| don’t have a world championship. That’s my goal. | guess 
that’s everyone’s goal. But that’s the only thing | don’t have right 


CRAIG PETERS: First, we should 
congratulate you on winning the 
Florida State title tournament. 
MIKE ROTONDO: Well, thank 
you, Craig. It was a hard series of 
matches, but | was in good shape 
and | wanted to win. 

_ BILL APTER: You beat Greg Val- 
entine in the final round. Valen- 
tine is a former U.S. champion. 
He’s also given NWA World 
champion Ric Flair some of his 
toughest matches. Does this give 
you confidence that you can give 
Flair a serious title challenge? 
MR: It’s definitely something to 
think about, but nothing to depend 
upon. You have to depend upon 
your abilities. Your physical condi- 
tion and your mental and physical 
preparedness before a match gives 
you confidence. 

BA: Mike, your career seems to 
be going very well right now. 
You've developed a terrific arse- 
nal of moves and maneuvers. 
Your dropkick is excellent and 
you've got a great finishing 
move, the airplane spin. You've 


now that !| want.” 


Rotondo applies an armbar against Ron Bass, 
the man from whom he won his first major 
championship, the Southern title, last September. 


got one of the most prestigious 
state championships around. 
What don’t you have? 

MR: | don’t have a world cham- 
pionship. That’s my goal. Well, 
that’s not a very unique answer. | 
guess that’s everyone’s goal. But 


that’s the only thing | don’t have 
right now that | want. 

CP: Are you ready for Ric Flair? 
MR: I’m ready to sign the contract, 
yes. I’ve been watching him and | 
think | know what it’s going to 
take to beat him. Of course, before 
the match, | would take about a 
week off and really get ready for 
him.-I’d get into the gym for what 
I call fine tuning. I’d work on some 
things specifically designed to take 
advantage of Flair’s weaknesses— 
and he does have some, just. like 
everybody else. 

BA: Is there something you know’ 
about Flair that will make you the 
next NWA champ? 

MR: Does he subscribe to this 
magdzine? 

BA: Yes. 

MR: Then there’s nothing. Abso- 
lutely nothing. 

CP: Okay, | think | understand 
that response. You seem to rely a 
great deal on the airplane spin. 
Do you think you depend on it 
too much? 

MR: That would be like saying that 


23 


I depend too much on pressing my 
opponent’s shoulders to the mat to 
get a pin. It’s part of my pinning 
combination. Why not depend on 
something that works every time? I 
don’t see it as much of a gamble. 
CP: It must have been difficult to 
perfect the spin. Did you have 
trouble finding sparring partners 
willing to be subjected to the 
maneuver? 

MR: I had to use people who really 
trusted me. A victim of an airplane 
spin is in a pretty precarious situa- 
tion, after all. | ended up working 
with two of my friends from col- 
lege and one of my cousins. That 
was before I turned pro. Now my 
practice comes on the job, so to 
speak. You might think that mine is 
the perfect airplane spin, but it 
gets better every time | do it: The 
faster the revolution, the more ef- 
fective the spin. Everyone learns 
from experience, 

BA: You recently had the experi- 
ence of winning your first major 
title, the Southern title from Ron 
Bass last September, but then 
you lost the title back to Bass in 
November. Did you learn any- 

! 
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Rotondo, who is smart enough to learn from his mistakes, will probably never be in a position to 
have to absorb Kendo Nagasaki’s green fog again (above left). Mike demonstrates for the 402-pound 
One Man Gang one of the finest airplane spins in professional wrestling (above right). 


thing from that? 

MR: Actually ... well, | don’t want 
to sound like I’m bragging or any- 
thing, but, uh, | think | handled 


that pretty well. | beat Bass, then | 
lost to Bass. But it wasn’t the end 
of my life. | told myself afterward 
that | would have many more 


Note the concentration on Rotondo’s face as he makes sure that his armlock is applied to its ultimate 
effectiveness. 


years to be champion. The next 
championship just came quicker 
than most people expected. 

CP: One of the challengers for 
your title is Kendo Nagasaki, 
who, with One Man Gang, is be- 
ing advised by ... 

MR: ... managed by J.J. Dillon. 
CP: That’s not official. 
MR: It doesn’t have to be. One 
Man Gang and Nagasaki are sign- 
ing to wrestle me on orders from 
Dillon. 

BA: But Dillon’s name is not on 
the contracts, and he isn’t getting 
a cut of the purses. Can you ex- 
plain that? 

MR: Sure. Dillon’s a lousy business- 
man. All | know is that these two 
men are being instructed by J.J. 
Dillon to hurt me, and if that’s not 
managing, then | don’t know what 
is. 

CP: What ‘do you think Dillon’s 
trying to do? 

MR: He has his two men running 
interference for Bass. Obviously, 
Dillon doesn’t want me near Bass 
again, and to tell you the truth, | 
don’t blame him. 

BA: You're defending the Florida 
title while you chase Ron Bass, 
and you're looking for a shot at 
the NWA World championship. 
Don’t you think you’re trying to 
take on just a bit too much? 
MR: I’m just keeping busy. 

CP: What happens when all the 
dreams come true. What will 
’ Mike Rotondo do when he has 
his awards, his beautiful home, 
his fleet of imported cars, his 
sterling reputation intact, and 
the NWA _ championship _ belt? 
MR: I'll dream more dreams, differ- 
ent dreams. You always have to 
have something to strive for. You 
have to have a goal. If | ever do 
everything | want to in wrestling, | 
think 1’ll start all over again in an- 
other career. | don’t think I’d ever 
find anything as exciting as profes- 
sional wrestling, but | could be 
happy just setting a goal for myself 
and obtaining it. Success makes me 
happy. C1 
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The newest member of the Victory Sports Series 
is now on sale. It’s 
WRESTLING USA, 
our biggest wrestling magazine ever! 
* kk 
WRESTLING USA, 
a giant magazine (more than 80 pages!) bursting with 
stories and a beautiful full-color section, will bring you 
up-to-date on recent happenings throughout the 
wrestling world. 
kk 
WRESTLING USA 
will draw on the vast experience and excellence of every 
_ Magazine we publish: 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 
The Wrestler, Wrestling 84, Inside Wrestling, 
Sports Review Wrestling, Wrestling Superstars, 
‘and many others. 
kk 
: WRESTLING USA ; 
will feature an exciting lineup of stories, columns, and 
features in every issue. No other magazine can offer 
such an all-star collection. And remember, each issue 
will feature a stunning full-color section with 
incomparable photos in the tradition of excellence of all 
of our wrestling magazines. 
kkk 
Keep in touch with everything that happens in 
wrestling by picking up a copy of 
WRESTLING USA, 
now on sale at your local newsstand. 
; kkk 


WRESTLING USA 


80 Pages, Plus A Full-Color Section 
Only $1.95 


The Best Keeps Getting Better! 
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And the mail keeps rolling in. 
Two months ago, | asked you to 
identify the wrestler standing 
next to Billy the Kid in a 1974 
photo. Although there were 
some wrong answers (including 
guesses ranging from Dusty 
Rhodes to Bobby Colt to Buddy 
Roberts), many readers correctly 
guessed that the man pictured 
was Jim Garvin. 

Aileen Banaszak of Bay City, 
Michigan, had the correct an- 
swer and was lucky enough to 
have her name randomly se- 
lected as the winner of a free 


DUSTY’S HOEDOWN 

The ‘American Dream” him- 
self, Dusty Rhodes, went on 
stage in Orlando, Florida, re- 
cently at the Eddie Graham 
Sports Complex during a special 
evening of country and western 
music. 


Joining Dusty on stage were’ 


Blackjack Mulligan and Mike Da- 
vis. The headliner of the evening 
was the internationally famous 
Boxcar Willie. 

“You should have seen Dusty 
up there,” Mulligan said later. 
“He was like a kid in a candy 
store. Hell, give him a micro- 
phone and he'll sing, tell jokes, 
you name it. He really knows 
how to please a crowd!” 


J 
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Pro’ Wrestling Illustrated T-shirt. 
This month's photo dates 


“You'd think he’s been sing- 
ing country for years,” Davis 
pointed out. “As soon as he got 
that mike in his hand, he took 
command of the stage. He was 


et - 
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back to 1966. The man on the 
right is Eddie Graham, and he’s 
offering instruction to the two 
youngsters on the mat. The 
youngster on top is Eddie’s son, 
Mike. To win a free T-shirt, 
you've got to identify the other 
young wrestler. 

Hint: His name appears in this 
month’s “Official © Wrestling 
Ratings.” 

Send your responses, along 
with your T-shirt size (small, me- 
dium, large, or extra-large), to In 
Focus/PWI, Box 48, Rockville 
Centre, New York 11571. 


a real crowd-pleaser!” 

Dusty says, however, he has 
no plans to quit wrestling and 
sing country and western full- 
time! 


Dusty Rhodes with Boxcar Willie & the band 


In the weeks since the March 
1984 issue of Pro Wrestling Illus- 
trated hit the newsstands, Bill 
Apter and | have been on the 
road presenting plaques to some 
of the winners of the annual fan 
poll. 

On one trip to Atlanta, we pre- 
sented a plaque to Brett Sawyer 
for being named 1983’s Most 
Improved Wrestler of the Year 
by the readers of this magazine. 
In his acceptance speech, Brett 
thanked his brother and the fans 
for helping him to improve over 
the course of the year. Precious 


Paul Ellering accepted two- 


plaques on behalf of Hawk and 
Animal, The Road Warriors, 
voted 1983’s Tag Team of the 
Year. 

In accepting 1983’s Manager 
of the Year honors in Florida, 
J.J. Dillon pointed out that it was 
only the second time ever that a 
manager had captured that ac- 
colade twice in a row. (The other 
was Arnold Skoaland, Manager 
of-the Year for 1978 and 1979.) 
Dillon brashly predicted that he 
would be the winner again in 
1984. 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated pho- 
tographer Scott Romer stepped 
into the ring in the Kiel Audito- 
rium in St. Louis to present Har- 
ley Race with a plaque as 
1983’s Wrestler of the Year. 
Romer cited Race’s excellence 
in competition throughout 1983 
and his unprecedented achieve- 
ment of capturing a seventh 
NWA World heavyweight title. 

Plaques were sent by mail to 
several other winners: Jimmy 
Snuka—Most Popular Wrestler 
of the Year, Greg Valentine— 
Most Hated Wrestler of the Year, 
Hulk Hogan—Inspirational Wres- 
tler of the Year, and Angelo 
Mosca Jr.—Rookie of the Year. 


ACHIEVEMENT ’83: 
THE WINNERS ARE HONORED 
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Craig Peters, Brett Sawyer, & 
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ICHAMPIONSHIPIII 


i 
Scott Romer & Harley Race 


po | Study In Contrasts 
RIC FLAIR— CHALLENGER 


Photos by Brad McFarlin and Scott Romer 
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S HE WATCHED the videotape 

of his match against Mike Gra- 
ham, Ric Flair smiled. When it came 
to his match against Mr. Wrestling ‘II, 
the man grew serious. He watched the 
second match intently, trying to see 
what could be improved and what dan- 
gers could be seen. 

The difference in the matches was 
not whom Flair wrestled but when he 
wrestled them. He battled Graham be- 
fore he regained his NWA title. His 
match against Mr. Wrestling II was a 
defense of that title. There is nothing 
Flair takes more seriously than a title 
defense. 

Yet, when Flair discussed his match 
against Graham, there was an excite- 
ment in his voice that said he missed 
that type of freewheeling combat. 

“See,” he pointed out in the Gra- 


ham match, “that’s where I went wild. | - Si & 


Now that’s what I call reckless! Was I ae head as as the result of a right hand thrown by Mike Graham (aboye). Ric wrestles 
SRA yt, without caution when he doesn’t have a title to protect and he expects to take some punishment, but 
cag 6 es Raced ae he also knows he will be handing out at least an equal amount of punishment (below). 


have ended the match right there, put 
my shoulders to the mat. Didn’t this 
time. Mrs. Flair’s little boy sure got 
lucky that night. ‘ . 

“Wow! Did you see that? He had 
me pinned there. Another half a sec- 
ond and it'd be all over. Know why 
that happened? I was trying a new 
maneuver, one I call the ‘savage 
smash.’ You see, I twist my body 
around and if it works, both my fore- 
arm and thigh smash into the guy's 
body. He gets it from two heights and 
there’s no place for him to go but 
down. As you can see, when I twisted, 
I missed. Graham got me down and 
almost had me. I was lucky to bridge 
out of it. 

“The savage smash is a good idea, 
but J wouldn’t want to use it in a title 
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As Shakespeare once said, “A man arrived is not the same man 
arriving.” Ric Flair, champion, is not the same wrestler as Ric Flair, 
challenger. The difference tells us much about the man and much about 
the complex sport of professional wrestling 


VS. RIC FLAIR—CHAMPION 


match. Too risky. If it works, you're a 
winner. But I don’t think there’s’ a 
wrestler today who could make it work 
more than 30 percent of the time. 
When you're champion, you can’t take 
low percentage chances.” 

Then Flair watched his match 
against Mr. Wrestling II. The reckless 
and imaginative athlete seen in the 
Graham match was nowhere evident. 
Controlled, ruthless, and serious, Flair 
clinically battled his foe. It wasn’t pretty 
and it will never go down as one of 
Flair’s great matches. That didn’t mean 
anything. All that mattered was Flair 
won and retained his NWA title. 

It would be more accurate to say 
Flair fooled his opponent into losing. 
The battle spilled outside the ring. 
Flair bashed Mr. Wrestling Il in the 
back, sending the man sprawling to 

(Continued on page 56) 


Champion Flair absorbs a Mr. Wrestling I left to the head (above) and is hurled to the canvas (left), 
But, wrestling conservatively, Ric knows he will eventually assume the upper hand (below). 


HEY DON'T TALK about the 

past. All that matters to Steve 
Keirn and Stan Lane is the future, 
a future in which they'll be the 
best tag team the world has ever 
Known. Instinctively, they fear the 
only thing that can stop them is 
if either one remembers. 

To be a tag team, there was 
much each man had to willfully 
forget. Several years ago, Keirn 
and Lane were bitter enemies. 
Keirn especially has much he 
can’t afford to remember. Lane 
was a_ brutally , effective rule 
breaker, and Keirn suffered at his 
hands. Steve can remember 
many nights he painfully turned 
in his bed, trying to find a posi- 
tion where his body didn’t suffer 
shooting pains. 

Keirn won't talk about specif- 
ics, but he will explain in general 
how he managed to forgive and 
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Jimmy Hart’s Plan 
To Destroy The © 
Fabulous Ones: . 


“LL MAKE 
KEIRN AND 


LANE 
HATE EACH 
OTHER 


Photos by Scott Romer and Sam Lowe 


forget. 

“In this business,” Keirn says, 
“you can’t survive if you hold 
grudges. We all change and 
those changes have to be ac- 
cepted. Once a match is over, 
the rage has to be forgotten. I’ve 
seen too many guys destroy their 
careers by getting caught up in 
feuds. | want to be champion. | 
don’t want to get sidetracked. So 
if someone comes along who's a 
perfect tag team partner, and 
there’s every reason to trust him 
now, only an idiot would dwell 
on the past and ruin the future.” 

Manager Jimmy Hart is intent 
on ruining The’ Fabulous Ones’ 
future. His best weapon to ac 
complish this, he claims, is the 
past. 

“| don’t mind telling you how 
I'll do this,” he brags, “because 
the plan is foolproof. I’ve been 


It’s up to Steve Keirn and Stan Lane (above) to figure out a way to counter the plan that Jimmy 
Hart (opposite page top) has concocted to make them hate each other as they did in 1981 (opposite 
page bottom). Lane scares Hart out of interfering against Keirn’s pin attempt on an Assassin (below). 


Years ago, Steve Keirn 
and Stan Lane were 
the bitterest of 
enemies. Today, 
they’re The Fabulous 
Ones, a successful and 
adored tag team. They 
believe their 
partnership is solid. 
One man intends to 
prove them wrong— 
brutally and painfully 


wrong! 


studying films of Lane when he 
was Keirn’s enemy. They’re very 
interesting. It seems Lane—shall 
we say instinctively—bends the 
rules when confronted with cer- 
tain moves. You can see he can’t 
help himself, it’s a natural reac- 
tion. If he’s forced to battle a se- 
ries of such moves, he'll revert to 
being one of the most dangerous 
‘rulebreakers’ in wrestling. Now 
how will Steve Keirn feel about 
his partner being one of the 
(Continued on page 62) 
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EVER FORGI 
PAST TREACHERY? 


VE HIS 


HULK HOGAN 


1980-1981: Having first knocked Dick Kroll 
unconscious, Hogan then tries to explain to the 
referee that his foot was on the ropes when his 
shoulders were counted to the mat (left), Even 


® Gorilla Monsoon cannot handle the Hulk 


(above). 


66H WILL CONTROL wrestling in 

the ’80s! There is no one in 
this crummy federation who can 
handle me. | am the strongest, the 
toughest, the smartest there ever 
was!” 

When Hulk Hogan’s: boast was 
printed in the May 1980 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated, he was a 
top contender for then-WWF cham- 
pion Bob Backlund’s title. He was 
ranked in the “Most Hated” ratings. 
And he was being managed by 
Fred Blassie. 

“Anything that makes Hulk 
happy makes me happy,” Blassie 
said at the time. “But let me tell 
you the thing that makes him real 
happy... .” 

“The sound of screams from my 
foe,” Hogan said in reply to his 
manager. “Oh, | love to hear them 
_scream with pain. Really pumps me 
up and motivates me.” 
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Blassie’s influence clearly had ‘a 
profound effect on Hogan's attitude 
back in 1980. Blassie, generally the 
manager of maniacal, vicious wres- 
tlers like Killer Khan and George 


“The Animal” Steele, began to culti- — 


vate those qualities in Hogan. 

And Hogan began to grow more 
and more vicious with each match 
he wrestled. 

And the fans began to grow 
more and more fearful of what Ho- 
gan might do to champion Bob 
Backlund ..: and of what Hogan 


might become if he completed the, 


course Blassie had set for him. 

In the years since those turbulent 
months as top WWF contender, 
Hogan has gone through a lot of 
changes. But his career has brought 
him full circle: He’s back in the 
WWF, and fans in the Northeast 
are beginning to ask a lot of 


questions: 

@Has Hogan really changed 
his ways since his last appear- 
ance in the WWF? 

Many WWF fans have read ac- 
counts of Hogan’s matches in the 
AWA area, but that’s a different 
area of the country against a differ- 
ent class of competitor. 

@Will Hogan’s frustrations 
from the AWA carry over into 
the WWF and make him more 
violent than before? 

In the AWA area, Hogan repeat- 
edly tried to capture, the AWA 
World title from Nick Bockwinkel. 
He was repeatedly denied. One in- 
stance of failure caused him to 
leave the country in embarrass- 
ment, Will Hogan take out his frus- 
trations on WWF fan favorites? 

® What kind of an effect will 
Blassie have on Hogan? 


Hulk Hogan may be one ef the most popular and loved 
competitors in professional wrestling, but there’s a dark shadow 
that threatens to eclipse his glorious reputation. As Hogan 
returns to the WWF area, memories of his former association 
with Fred Blassie raise a lot of important questions 


Old kinships die hard, and Hogan 
and Blassie had one of the closest 


manager-wrestler relationships the 


WWE has ever seen. While Hogan 
may be. returning to the WWF 
alone, will constant exposure to 
Blassie rekindle the friendship that 
led to their successful business asso- 
ciation in 1980? 

® Does Hogan deserve to be 
forgiven for atrocities commit- 
ted during his previous stay in 
the WWF? 


For many fans, the wounds are 


still fresh. The brutal matches 
against area favorites. The callous 
way in which he wrestled, striving 
to seriously injure an opponent be- 
fore pinning his shoulders to the 
mat. The hated association with 
Blassie. The direct insults to the 
fans. Events may fade into the past, 
but memories last forever. Some 


After earning the fans’ wrath in displays of brutality against such men as Bob Backlund (above), 
Hogan found out how valuable the fans’ encouragement can be against such men as Ken Patera (top), 
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The powerful Hogan grabs Patera by the hand 
and head and prepares to fling him through the 
ropes to the anena floor. 
SS EES SSE —E SSS SS 
fans are still unwilling to accept Ho- 
gan as a fan favorite, much less a 
potential champion in the WWF. 
*** 

The opinions of fans who have 
reached our offices through “Wres- 
tling Central” are varied: 

“I wouldn't be surprised, now 
that The Iron Sheik is WWF cham- 
pion, if Hogan is first in line for a 
title shot.” 

“Hogan won't wrestle The Iron 
Sheik. Blassie is Sheik’s manager, 
and used to be Hogan’s manager. 
Hogan wouldn't take away from 
Blassie the one thing he’s worked 
so hard to achieve: the WWF title.” 

“Hogan hasn't changed at all. 
He’s as vicious, sadistic, and glory- 
hungry as ever. He'll go after any 
brass ring that the WWF has to 
offer.” 

“Watch out for Hogan. He’s as 
sneaky as hell. He may come in a 
fan favorite, but he'll be back to- 
gether with Blassie before anyone 
realizes what’s happened.” 

“Blassie ruined Hogan. He de- 
stroyed his chances for the WWF 
tile years ago. Hulk wants 
revenge.” 

So many people and so many 
opinions. But there’s one underlying 
factor in everyone’s minds: the atti- 
tude that Hulk Hogan displayed 
during his last stint in the WWF. 

As Hogan tries to gain respect in 
1984, he’s going to find that he has. 
to overcome the mistakes of 1980. 

The fans have not forgotten 
those mistakes. And Hogan knows 
that. He knows that the fans re- 
member the Hulk Hogan of 1980. 
And if the fans choose not to for- 
give the Hulk Hogan of 1980, the 
Hulk Hogan of 1984 could be more 
brutal and vicious than ever. (J 


Hogan would depend on the cheers of the fans 
to help him come back from the double-team 
effort of David Shultz and Mr. Saito. 
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ILLUSTRATED 


CLOSE - UP 


BUTCH REED 


HE CAREER OF “Hacksaw” 

Butch Reed took an unexpected 
turn in the past year, but his change 
from fan favorite to rulebreaker also 
resulted in the greatest successes of his 
career ... Was active in sports start- 
ing with Little League baseball and 
Midget football teams in home town 
of Kansas City, Missouri , . . Actually 
had two high school football teams in 
Kansas City secretly vying for his en- 
roliment ... “‘I was the only 15-year- 
old in town with scouts following him 
around,” he said ... Achieved state- 
wide notoriety playing linebacker on 
defense and tight end on offense . 
“TI liked defense more. I liked hitting, 
not getting hit,’’ he said . . . Watched 
all sports on television, his favorite be- 
ing pro wrestling Surprisingly 
never wrestled as an amateur... “‘It 
was too tame for me. I tried it once in > 
gym class in junior high and I got thrown out for dropkicking 
and bodyslamming my classmates,”’ he said . . . Chose to attend 
Central Missouri State University over a number of other col- 
leges offering football scholarships . . . “‘My family needed me 
at home, and I wanted to be there for them,” he said ... 
Received all-America honors at linebacker in his senior year. . . 
Flatly refused the advances of NFL teams after graduation; his 
goal had always been to become a pro wrestler . . . ‘Football 
was fun,” he said, “but the only reason I played was so I could 
go to college for free and get in shape for wrestling” ... Did 
not rush to make his professional debut, instead opting to wait 
for a bout against a top star . . . Convinced promoters to match 
him with former AWA and NWA World champion Gene Kinis- 
ki... Reed defeated Kiniski, shocking the fans in Vancouver, 
Canada ... “It was the proudest moment of my life,’’ he said 
. .. On the reputation of defeating a former world champion in 
his debut appearance, signed for an extensive tour of North 
America ... Also wrestled in Germany during his rookie year 
... “IT heard they did things a lot differently over there, I 
thought maybe I could learn something new,” he said ... 
Returned to the U.S., landing in California and working his way 
east to Tennessee ... During this swing through the country, 
made his first professional appearance in his home town ., . “‘I 
was never so nervous in my life,” he said ... Ended up in 
Florida, where he enjoyed success in singles and tag team com- 
petition . . . Teamed successfully with Sweet Brown Sugar, and 


feuded with DoryFunk Jr., Terry 
Funk, and David YonErich ... Re- 
ceived his first NWA World title shot 
against Harley Race ... Won a dis- 
puted decision against Race, but Race 
kept his title on a technicality ... “I 
grew up real fast after that,’ he said. 
“JT found out what kind of power a 
champion has” ... Feuded with Big 
John Studd, and collected a $10,000 
prize for bodyslamming the 364 
pounder ... Moved on to the Geor- 
gia area, where he gained immediate 
acceptance from the fans ... Battled 
former WWE champion Ivan Koloff 
in a series of bloody encounters .. . 
Challenged NWA World champion 
Ric Flair on the World Championship 
Wrestling television broadcast 

Flair accepted the non-title match, 
which went to a time-limit draw ... 
The proud champion demanded that 
the match be extended .. . Pinned Flair in the overtime period, 
lifting himself into the number one contenders spot for the 
NWA belt ... Flair placed a $10,000 bounty on Reed’s head, 
hoping that someone would injure Reed before their next en- 
counter .. . Flair and Reed wrestled to a number of no-contest 
and double-disqualification decisions . . . Signed to appear in the 
Mid-South region, where he quickly befriended the ‘King of 
Mid-South Wrestling,’ Junkyard Dog . . . Their friendship dis- 
integrated after Hacksaw Duggan won a fan vote to decide who 
JYD should team with to challenge for the Mid-South tag team 
belts held by Ted DiBiase and Mr. Olympia . . . Reed told a TV 
audience that he had felt slighted ... North American cham- 
pion JYD slapped Reed in the face in front of the television 
audience, which sparked the most brutal feud in Mid-South 
wrestling history ... The two have battled in everything from 
Dog Collar Chain Matches to a Yellow Streak Matches, in 
which the loser gets painted yellow by the winner ... They 
continue to trade the North American title, which at press time 
is held by JYD ... Also recently held the Mid-South tag team 
championship with Jim Neidhart, losing the belts to Terry 
“Magnum T.A.” Allen and Mr. Wrestling If ... Currently 
works with a bodybuilding coach, a dietician, and a team of 
doctors to keep himself in top physical condition . . . “My body 
is a brickhouse,”’ he said, ‘‘and I just keep adding the bricks. I 
want to see JYD try to knock me down. He can huff and puff 
all he wants, but he’s not gonna blow this house in,”’ O 
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TOUGHEST OPPONENT 

“The man I’ve learned the most from in wrestling 
is Ivan Koloff. Most of what I know is self-taught, 
but in our matches, Koloff taught me how to win a 
match, how to take advantage of a situation and 
make it work for you. When I wrestled Koloff, | 
was still worrying about what the fans might think 
of me. He didn’t. That’s what made him a winner.” 


FAVORITE MANEUVER 

“The ‘press and slam’ is the ultimate feeling in the 
world. When I have my opponent high over my 
head, I control what will happen to him. I can do 
whatever I want to him, and he knows it. The fear 
shows in his eyes. It’s my favorite maneuver 
because not only does it hurt when he comes 
down, it hurts when he’s up there, too.” 
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GREATEST MATCH 

“| had the NWA World championship within my 
reach. It was right there. But Ric Flair just 
managed to squeak by. He knew what he was 
doing, ‘cause he had a lot of experience being 
champion. I know that if we wrestled today that I 
would beat him. All I need is the chance. Flair 
better watch out now that he’s champ again, 
‘cause I'll get him.” 


MOST HATED OPPONENT 
“Imagine Junkyard Dog calling himself the ‘King 
of Wrestling’ and keeping a straight face, too. He 
told the fans that he taught me how to wrestle. 
Now if the fans believe that, they deserve JYD, 
and he deserves them. I don’t want to have 
anything to do with that Dog, unless it involves 
me beating the life out of him.” 


Rich And Sawyer vs. 
The Road Warriors: 


HOW THIS MATCH 
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Precious Paul 


PAUL ELLERING — 
A GENIUS ..... 


Ellering claims that his mind is the best in professional 


wrestling today. His claims had been written off by many as the boasts of 
a power-hungry egotist, but his latest achievement may have proven those 


HE CORNER OFFICE is _ re- 
served for the high and the 
mighty of America’s industrial gi- 
ants, corporations that take their 
place on the New York Stock Ex- 
change and inhabit the skyscrapers. 
of this country’s urban centers. 
Paul Ellering has moved into the 
corner office. His Legion of Doom 


boasts accurate 


Inc. does not yet hold a place on 
any stock exchange, nor can Eller- 
ing honestly call the corporation an 
industrial giant. He does have his 
corner office, however, with a. two- 
windowed view of downtown 
Atlanta. 

As impressive as the office is, 
however, Ellering has trouble look- 


ing the part. There is no three-piece 
suit adorning his body. He wears a 
silk jumpsuit, an aviator’s scarf 
wraps around his neck, and he 
wears a pair of what he calls “space 
goggles.” One would doubt that the 
Chief Executive Officer at the Coca- 
Cola Company just across town was 
dressed similarly. Ellering, however, 
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prides himself on not conforming to 
anyone's standards. 

“Those who succeed in what I 
have personally deemed the ‘Go 
For It 1980s’ do so not by conform- 
ing to others’ ideas, but by striking 
out with new ideas and new con- 
cepts,” Ellering said. “I am my own 
man. I wear clothes that I feel com- 
fortable in. And my. space goggles, 
which I’m sure will find their way 
into this story, help me to think in 
futuristic terms. Fans in Japan gave 
me these goggles, and we all know 
that Japan leads the way in the 
high-technology fields that the U.S. 
is only beginning to discover.” 

The Legion of Doom, contrarily, 
does not deal in a high-technology 
* field. Human combat is the product 
marketed by Ellering’s corporation. 
As the strategic and financial force 
behind National tag team champi- 
ons The Road Warriors, Jake “The 


Rich fires his right hand against a charging Warrior Hawk (above). Having knocked Animal to one Snake” Roberts, and The Sheik, 
knee, Sawyer turns his attention to Hawk as a dumbfounded Ellering looks on from ringside (below), manager Ellering applies what he 
calls “hi-tech thought” to the con- 
cers of his wrestlers. 

Ellering’s latest ploy not only 
benefited The Road Warriors, but 
displayed Ellering’s claim that “a 
finely tuned wrestling mind can 
mean the difference between suc- 
cess and failure.” The circumstances 
surrounding the matchup of 
Tommy Rich and Buzz Sawyer 
against the Warriors were master- 
fully manipulated, by Ellering, and 
provided a showcase for his genius. 

Ellering’s Road Warriors were 
scheduled to battle the Sawyer 
brothers, despite the fact that Brett 
had a plaster cast covering his right 
arm that had been broken by the 
the Warriors in a previous match. 
“My mind is constantly working,” 
Ellering said. “I knew that even 
with a plaster cast, even with an 
iron cast on his hand, Brett Sawyer 
could not cause trouble for my in- 
vincible Road Warriors. But I used 
it as a tool. | made the opposition’s 
advantage my own.” 

Ellering proceeded to a legal 
injunction preventing Brett from 
wrestling with the cast on. “I knew 


br 
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Road Warrior Hawk repeatedly smashes his boot into Rich’s face, opening up 
wide cuts on his face (above). Tommy tries to regain his strength (right), but 
eventually a large loss of blood would render him helpess and he would have to 

be helped back to the dressing room by Sawyer (bottom right). | 


what would happen,” the manager 
said. “You see, | apply the same 
intensity to the study of human na- 
ture that I do to the study of the 
financial World. | find a man like 
Tommy “Wildfire” Rich fascinating, 
| find all extremes fascinating. In 
Rich's case, the extreme is stupidity. 
Even the most passive spectators of 
life’s parade can tell you that 
Tommy Rich is no candidate for a 
university fellowship. 

“Rich is a helper. He will blindly 
do anything he can for his friends. 
Brett Sawyer went to his bleach 
blond friend and said, “Tommy, 
please do me a favor and wrestle 
with my brother, Buzz, your arch- 
enemy of many years.’ Now, come 
on! How many people are going to 
throw themselves into a partnership 
with the man responsible for most 
of the pain he has suffered for the 
last year and a half? I find it heart- 
rending that Brett and Buzz have 
professed their: brotherly love, but 
no intelligent man is going to jump 
into battle with an enemy.” 

Ellering said he wasn’t at all sur- 
prised that Buzz agreed to wrestled 
with Rich. “Ever since his supposed 
change, | am sure that Buzzy 


wakes up every morning with the 
feeling that the world loves him,” 
Ellering said. “He’s sucking down 
the milk of human kindness by the 
gallon. If baby brother asked him to 
fight a dragon he would. 

“The real Buzz Sawyer has cyni- 
cism coarsing through his veins. A 
normal Buzz Sawyer wouldn't think 
about wrestling with Tommy Rich. 
All this kindness and compassion— 
it’s like the entire Walton family put 
on a pair of wrestling trunks.” 

Sawyer and Rich fought at an 
extreme disadvantage because of 
their show of good faith. Not only 
did each have to defend against the 
maniacal actions of The: Road War- 
riors, but, due primarily to the 
thoughts Ellering had planted in 
their minds, they felt a need to 
watch each other. “I knew that 
they would be suspicious of each 
other,” the manager said. “Sus- 
piciousness comes from emotion, 
not intelligence. These two men are 
long on emotion, and very, very 
short on intelligence.” 

The newly formed team fought 
their hardest. Their performance, 
however, appeared stifled by their 
basic mutual distrust. “Yes indeed,” 


Ellering said, “it’s difficult to wrestle 
when one eye is always on your 
own corner.” 

At the end of the match, Sawyer 
assisted a bloodied Rich back to the 
dressing room. The fledgling team, 
more used to fights against than 
with each other, barely survived 
the horrific beating that the War- 
riors had served them. 

In a vain effort to retain some 
dignity, Sawyer grabbed one of the 
National tag team belts from the 
timekeeper’s table and waved it 
over his head as he and Rich strug- 
gled back up the aisle to the dress- 
ing room. Ellering watched from 
ringside, and his face Jit up with a 
smile. He was satisfied with The 
Road Warriors’ victory, but even 
more satisfied with himself. O 
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HERE AREN’T MANY of us 

left. It’s not that great a loss; 
we weren’t heroes. Most people 
aren’t in any time. When you be- 
lieve that, you know you're old. 

The people |’m talking about 
are the people who came to wres- 
tling in the ’50s. Television made 
the grapplers overnight sensa- 
tions, wrestling magazines hired 
fresh new kids with dreams of be- 
ing the next Ring Lardner, and it 
looked like those involved would 
begin the greatest era in wrestling 
history. Yeah, we thought we 
could redefine a sport that had 
been popular since ancient 
Greece. You thought ‘like that in 
those days, because you didn’t 
know any better. 

As time went on, our ideals 
grew fat and lazy. It was easy to 
compromise ideals when the 
money made selling out attractive. 
Most people managed to’ keep 
their self-contempt in check: Oth- 
ers didn’t, and assumed you 
could kill it by drowning it in alco- 
hol. It took me years to know self- 
contempt is amphibious; it can 
survive any conditions. That’s why 
there are so few of us left. 'We 
either didn’t surive the times or 
don’t deserve to still be around. If 


Vachon has always utilized a brutal wrestling 
style (against Lord Al Hays, above, and Ken 
Patera, opposite page), but his integrity could 
never be held in question. 


you don’t deserve to survive in 
wrestling, you don't. 

Through it-all, one man man- 
aged to keep his integrity and ide- 
alism intact..He also managed to 
be my friend when | needed a 
friend most. That man is Mad 
Dog Vachon. 

For many years, people found it 


difficult to consider him a hero. 
That’s when he picked up the 
name Mad Dog. He would break 
rules with a cruel ease that was 
terrifying. You couldn’t excuse his 
methods, but you could under- 
stand. He was rebelling against 
the times. 

In those days, there were too 
many self-styled heroes, the kind 
of plastic saints who talked a 
good game but crumbled in the 
clinches. Wrestling, like the rest of 
the country, threatened to choke 
on its own self-rightousness. Mad 
Dog decided to cut through the 
slop and force people to confront 
the reality. He didn’t do it for peo- 
ple, it was something he had to 
do for himself. We were .all made 
to see a little clearer because of 
it, though. 

Then he didn’t need to do it 
anymore.’ He discovered people 
no. longer had to hear what he 
was saying. Instead, the sport 
was filling with men who no 
longer disguised their greed by 
pretending to get rich for the fans. 
Mad Dog looked around and 
didn’t like the people who consid- 
ered him a pioneer. So he 
changed, and a little bit of wres- 
tling changed with him. 

He’s now a fan favorite, and no 
man in wrestling more deserves 


the crowd’s cheers. Selflessly, he 


confronts the thugs and bullies, 
men determined to crush the 
sport’s dignity. He doesn’t expect 
to be rewarded for it. Titles and 
honors were never really impor- 
tant to him, .even when he 
reigned as AWA champion. He 
does it because that’s what he 
must do. He couldn’t live any 
other way. ' 

What’s remarkable is that his 
ability remains so great. What 
he’s lost physically is far less than 
what he’s gained from experi- 
ence. His gift is that he’s smart 
enough, never to forget a mistake. 
| don’t think I’ve seen him make a 
mental error in 20 years. 

Yeah, he’s a hero. He’s not the 
type of guy who brags about his 
righteousness, nor does he do 
what he knows. the fans want. 
He’s a hero because he’s been 
his own man when that was just 
about the hardest thing anyone 
could do. He’s still his own man, 
and | guess it’s still the hardest 
thing to do. 

I's been a long time between 
causes, but if | ever again found 
something worth dying for, Mad 
Dog Vachon would be the man 
I'd ask to come with me. And if 
he said no, I’d seriously question 
the cause. | couldn’t doubt his in- 
tegrity. That's a fact, like 
gravity. O 


ARENA REPORT 
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RIDGEWOOD GROVES ARENA (Queens, NY): 
Big John Studd was disqualified in his match 
against Tito Santana ... Rocky Johnson, Tony 
Atlas, & S.D..Jones defeated Afa, Sika, & 
Samala Samoan ... Iron Sheik beat Chief Jay 
Strongbow ... The Invaders defeated Butcher 
Vachon & Steve Lombardi ... Tonga Kid 
drew with Tony Colon. 


CIVIC CENTER (Baltimore): Tony Atlas & 
Rocky Johnson shared the top prize in an 
$15,000 Battle Royal ... Atlas; after winning a 
coin flip with Johnson, drew with Bob Back- 
lund ... Johnson defeated Ivan Koloff ... 
Iron Sheik beat Tonga Kid ... Iron Mike 
Sharpe defeated Butcher Vachon ... Samala 
Samoan defeated Charlie Fulton. 


_ WEST ORANGE HIGH SCHOOL (West Orange, 
Nj): Sgt. Slaughter was counted out in his 
' match with Tony Atlas ... Tony Garea drew 

_ with Mr. Fuji ... Tito Santana defeated Ivan 

' Koloff ... Eddie Gilbert defeated Charlie 
sah Fulton. 


THE SPECTRUM (Philadelphia): Bob Backlund 
defeated Iron Sheik ... Pat Patterson beat 
Ivan Koloff ... Superfly Snuka & Arnold 
Skoaland defeated Magnificent Muraco & 
Capt. Lou Albano ... Tony Atlas drew with 
Sgt. Slaughter ... Tito Santana defeated Big 
John Studd by disqualification ... The Invad- 
ers beat Iron Mike Sharpe & Mr. Fuji. 


This special feature is for all fans who want to know who won and who lost... 
and how. Pro Wrestling Illustrated will print eyewitness reports from 
correspondents who attend the matches. If you’d like to have your correspondent 
report printed in the world’s largest-selling wrestling magazine, send it to: 
Arena Report; PWI; Box 48; Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


CAPITAL CENTRE (Landover, MD): Iron Sheik 
defeated Salvatore Bellomo ... Bob Backlund 
defeated Masked Superstar in a Lumberjack 
Match ... Sgt. Slaughter was disqualified by 
special referee Pat Patterson in his match 
against Tony Atlas .. . Tito Santana drew with 
Magnificent Muraco ... The Invaders de- 
feated Israel Matia & Rene Goulet ... Jose 
Luis Rivera beat Butcher Vachon. 


MADISON SQUARE GARDEN (New York): Iron 
Sheik defeated Bob Backlund for the WWF 
tile when Backlund’s manager, Arnold Skoa- 
land, threw in the towel, signalling surrender 
for his wrestler ... Superfly Snuka & Skoaland 
defeated Magnificent Muraco & Capt. Lou | 
1 Albano ... Afa, Sika, & Samala Samoan de- | 
feated Tony Atlas, Rocky Johnson, & S.D. 
Bob Backlund Jones ... Ivan Putski vs. Masked Superstar 
resulted in a  double-disqualification 
Salvatore Bellomo drew with Tiger Chung 
Lee ... Sgt. Slaughter defeated Chief Jay 
Strongbow .. . Tito Santana defeated Ivan Ko- 
loff ... The Invaders beat Butcher Vachon & 
Iron Mike Sharpe ... Jose Luis Rivera de- 
feated Rene Goulet. 


WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER (White 
Plains, NY): Bob Backlund defeated “Iron” 
Mike Sharpe ... Afa, Sika, and Samala Sa- 
moan defeated Tito Santana & The Invaders 
| ... Sgt. Slaughter defeated Salvatore Bellomo , 
... Tiger Chung Lee drew with S.D. Jones... 

| Jose Luis Rivera beat Rene Goulet ... Char- 
lie Fulton defeated Butcher Vachon. 


Samoan Sika 
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The First issue Of The 
PRO WRESTLING 


ILLUSTRATED ANNUAL 


—S 
: 


This gigantic collector's issue was a complete 
sell-out on the newsstand. But, for a limited 
time (and in limited quantities), the action- 
packed Annual is available by mail. This 
special edition was the biggest, most colorful 
magazine we have ever published. More 
stories, more full-color photos, and excellence 
in the tradition of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 
the best-selling wrestling magazine in 

the world. 

Here's What's Inside: 

Stories on: TOMMY RICH, RIC FLAIR AND 
RICK STEAMBOAT, BOB BACKLUND, BARRY 
WINDHAM, MIL MASCARAS AND DUSTY RHODES! 


Giant, Full-Color Action Pinups 
Of ANDRE VS. KILLER KHAN, 
DUSTY RHODES VS. HARLEY 
RACE, BRUNO SAMMARTINO US. 
LARRY ZBYSZKO! 


ONLY $3 PER ISSUE 


TV SPORTS PWI ANNUAL 
BOX 48 SPRING '83 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 

Please send me copy(ies) 
of Pro Wrestling Illustrated Annual Spring 


'83. | enclose $3,00 for EACH copy. 
PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


NAME 


ADDRESS —t«*S APT 
civ " 
SAE alte ae ZIP 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada you must 
add one dollar (US) for each copy ordered for boat 
mail, and two dollars (US) for each copy sent airmail. 
U.S, FUNDS ONLY. Allow 3-4 weeks. for delivery. 
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RINGSIDE 
(Continued from page 8) 


Christmas may be a time of joy 
and good cheer for most people, 
but not for Rie Fieir—at least 
where David Von Erich is con- 
cerned. Von Erich wrestled Flair 
for the NWA World title on Christ- 
mas night in the Reunion Arena 
in Dallas. During the match, Flair 
threw Von Erich over. the top 
rope—hoping to get himself dis- 
qualified and save his belt. But 
referee David Manning refused 
to disqualify Flair. Minutes later, 
Von Erich clamped the clawhold 
on Flair as the two men were 
struggling near the press table. 
Flair reached out, grabbed the 
hammer used by the timekeeper 
to ring the bell, and smashed Von 
Erich repeatedly on the head. Ref- 
eree Manning was forced to dis- 
qualify Flair at that point. It looks 
like Ric’s plan to hold on to the 
title is, “If at first you don’t dis- 
qualify yourself, try, try again!” 

Rip Oliver has regained the 
Pacific Northwest heavyweight ti- 
tle from Billy Jack. Dejected 
over the loss, Billy has announced 
that he will move up his sched- 
uled month-long Florida vacation. 
While there, Billy hopes to meet 
with his longtime idol, Dusty 
Rhodes. In other Pacific North- 
west news, Seott MeGhee and 
Curt Hennig have captured the 


Pacific Northwest tag team title. 


from The Assassin and The 
Dynamite Kid. Also, Tom 
Pritchard and Steve Pardee 
are reportedly headed toward the 
great Northwest for a series of 
matches. 

A recently televised testimonial 
to Busty Rhodes held in the 
Tampa Sportatorium honored the 
“American Dream” for various ca- 
reer accomplishments. Dusty was 
going to sign for a title match 
against NWA champion Rie 
Flair, and had a special quill pen 
and ink bottle with him to sign the 
contract. | was fortunate enough 


to be on hand to present Dusty 
with a plaque for having set box- 
office records all across the 
country. 

But the big news from that 
event came when host Gordon 
Solie told Dusty, “We all know 
that because of bad weather you 
weren't able to go home for 
Christmas to see your family. So 
today we have brought some of 
your family here to see you!’’ Sec- 
onds later a curtain opened and 
Dusty’s sister, Connie, came out 
and hugged Dusty. A crowd, in- 
cluding such Florida stars as 
Mike Rotondo, Mike Davis, 
and Dirty Yellow Dog sur- 
rounded the joyous siblings. 

Suddenly, someone grabbed 
the bottle of ink from the table 
and threw it at Dusty. It missed 
him and hit Dusty’s sister, Connie, 
in the eyes! The man escaped 
from the studio, but a slow-motion 
replay of the incident revealed 
that the man who threw the ink 
was Kevin Sullivan, who sev- 
eral months ago was banned from 
wrestling in Florida for a full year! 

As of presstime, Dusty reports 
that his sister is fine. Jemry 
Jarrett, president of Southern 
Promoters, has permanently 


Keyin Sullivan has received permanent suspen- 
sions in two areas for throwing ink in the eyes of 
Dusty Rhodes’ sister. 


banned Sullivan from wrestling in 
the South, and Paul Boeseh has 
banned him from Texas. Dusty, 
though, is claiming that he wants 
the ban on Sullivan lifted and will 
not wrestle again until it is! More 
on this story as it develops. 


>= m4 
Angelo Mosca Jr. will be teaming with his father 
in the Mid-Atlantic against Ivan Koloff and Don 
Kernodle. 


Mesea Jr. is on the 
way to the Mid-Atlantic area to 
help his father in the battle 
against the team of Ivan Koloff 
and Dom Kernodle, managed 
by Geary Hert ... Barry 
Orton, the younger brother of 
Cowboy Bob Orton, has re- 
sumed his wrestling career in the 
Mid-Atlantic area ... The Grap- 
plers and The Bruise Broth 
ers, both under the management 
of Jimmy Hart, have been feud- 
ing! Hart is fed up with in-fighting 
in his stable, and a match be- 
tween the two teams has been 
set with the losing team agreeing 
to leave Hart’s First Family. 

And 1983 ended on a sad note: 
Tommy Rich lost a Loser Leave 
Wrestling match to Ted DiBiase. 
We have received reports that 
Rich is appealing the decision to 
NWA President Bob Geigel, but 
the latest news from Geigel’s of- 
fice is that the ban will stand firm. 

That’s all for now. See you at 
ringside! a) 
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KING’S COURT 


(Continued from page 10) 


wrestling long enough to know 
when one of his wrestlers is on 
the brink of serious, perhaps per- 
manent, injury. 

Leaving the ring that night, 
Bob must have felt the pain of 
no longer being champion far 
more than he felt the pain in his 
back. Even worse, Backlund had 
numerous matches scheduled for 
the next few days. | don’t think 
anyone would have blamed him 
if he canceled those; after all, 
how important were they? He 
was no longer champion. 

But Backlund refused to quit. 
Two. nights later, he was wres- 
tling in the Westchester Civic 
Center against Iron Mike Sharpe, 


a big, powerful brute of a man. A 
loss to Sharpe would have 
dropped Backlund in the ratings, 
and that’s something that no ex- 
champion can afford. But Bob, 
obviously injured and in great 
pain, used his great experience to 
defeat Sharpe. 

| think | know why Bob Back- 
lund pushed himself into the ring 
against Sharpe. Certainly it wasn’t 
for the glory; Bob is no longer 
champion. It was for the fans, the 
fans he feels he let down by los- 
ing to Iron Sheik. Bob Backlund 
wants to regain the -WWF title 
not for himself, but for his fans. 
He has put himself through ag- 
ony because too many people 


Wrestling with multiple injuries, Backlund’s normally devastating piledriver is sloppily executed 
(below). Arnold Skoaland looks on worriedly from ringside as The Iron Sheik dominates Backlund 
(opposite right), 


count on him. He is willing to 
suffer mind-shattering pain just to 
please the fans. To me, that’s 
really courage. 

| only hope Bob gets every 
chance to regain the WWF title, 
no matter who the champion is. 
Certainly, he has — suffered 


enough pain to deserve as many 


shots at the title as he wants. 
And he suffered all of this pain 
because of his love for the fans. | 
don’t think there is another man 
currently in the WWF whom the 
fans respect as much as they re- 
spect Bob Backlund. It seems un- 
thinkable that the fans would 
ever cheer for any other man as 
WWE champion. 
* KK 

We're starting to receive some 
response from you over our 
newest column, ‘Arena Report.” 
If you go to the matches and 
would like to have your arena re- 
port printed in the world’s larg- 
est-selling wrestling magazine, 
check out page 47 for details on 
how to do this. In the future, if 
your arena report is used, you 
will receive a byline next to your 
report. In your report, be sure to 
list every match on the card and 
how it ended. We're looking for- 
ward to hearing from you. =) 
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magazines contain a color section, and many were newsstand sellouts. They 
are priced at only $3.00 each, so don’t delay, order today. 


—_—e ee eS SS ee es as es "I 


C) Winter/83 

PRO WRESTLING Wrestling 
| ILLUSTRATED ene 
| ANNUAL ky) 


| UO Spring/83 
| J Summer/83 
| U Winter/83 


| WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 
| CI Fall/83 
i C) Winter/83 


| WRESTLING 83 
| U Winter/83 


| 16 pages of spectacular 
color photos 


Send To: TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 ; 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


ONLY $3.00 EACH 


I 

| 

l 

| 

| 

I 

Please send me the back issues I’ve checked in the boxes above. 
I enclose $.......... as payment in full 
I 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Please Print Your Name And Address Clearly 


INQUIRE eased ak cava csanchseavavguduatuncddsercnousteaseeasansstossasselestedodcvbacacnese¥s seautwestpas 
ACA ESS ..}.....0.c0:secessscnsescsvceeess senda Fpesiatcetenvevessen teens Pe cctevnetavereseneee ster 
CHEY.ccfscserscuccesoeene bade rece dectuahied Sv imens avsteisis Re palgnedevtaceash ascecazit nea | 
| 
State cisesessssvcessveccacesexss edecesecsucseusscstsanssevensacces oncesoses ZAP os iceavensinncrsstanaeed | 
For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every back issue ordered | 
for boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. U.S. funds only 
| Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
Ma a a ee 


_ THIS MONTH IN... 


SPORTS 
somes 


AWA Ciampion NICK BOCKWINKEL EXCLUSIVE! The real story behind 
makes a plea to his manager, BOBBY RICK STEAMBOAT’S painful decision 
HEENAN: “I’m bored... . find to quit professional wrestling 

someone to challenge me!” 1 


PRECIOUS PAUL ELLERING reveals 


the devious reasoning behind his 


CHRIS ADAMS defeats GORGEOUS 
decision to form The Legion of Doom 


JIM GARVIN for the World Class 
American title—with a little help from 
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... An exclusive interview with BLACKJACK MULLIGAN’S fault he 
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You can't turn skin and bones into powerful 
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those powerful muscles in 30 days. How? Simply 
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Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
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by day your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge 
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you the proud masculine feeling that says ‘'l can take 
care of myself.” 
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the danger of serious injury to an opponent. 


Order “Hammer Fists’’ power packed weighted 
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DRESSING ROOM CONFIDENTIAL 


(Continued from page 12) 


Ayatollah Fred Blassie and The Iron Sheik examine their newly won WWF championship belt as the 
injured former champion, Bob Backlund, gets attention from the ringside physician and manager 


Arnold Skoaland. 


ple from the East,” he continued 
at a volume that drew stares of 
disbelief from the assembled. 
“They are deeply serious people. 
They don’t just run around going 
crazy with happiness. First they 
thank the creator for making the 
joyous moment possible, then 
they reflect on times when things 
were not so joyous, then finally 
they'll allow their emotions to run 
wild. As you can see, Saks, they 
show their emotions differently 
than you and |. But, again, | 
couldn’t expect you to understand 
that. You'll probably report in your 
rag sheet that the Sheik and his 
men were saddened by their 
victory.” 

The only thing | think they were 
sad about at that point was that 
there was a foreigner in their 
midst who was mocking their heri- 
tage by calling himself one of 
them and who was tuining their 
solemn moment by loudly trying 
to put someone down for not un- 
derstanding their customs. 

The Iron Sheik doesn’t need 
Fred Blassie anymore, and before 
this maniac can do any real dam- 
age to his career, | suggest that 
he dump his manager. 

| would have expressed that 


point of view to Blassie right then 
and there, but | knew how he 
would react. Loudly. Everything 
about Fred Blassie is loud. His 
voice, his clothes, even his 
thoughts are loud. | can always 
hear them. | always know exactly 
what this man is thinking. He’s so 
obvious. And he’s so ignornant. 
.For a man who has been around 


_the world. so many times, | can’t 


believe how little respect he has 
for the people of foreign lands. All 
he cares about is how much 
money he can make off his cham- 
pion. He doesn’t want to guide 
The Iron Sheik through his WWF 
title reign; he can’t. The Iron 
Sheik is too accomplished a wres- 
tler to learn anything from a man 
who made a career out of biting 
opponents on the forehead and 
scaring them with snakes. As an 
amateur, he was Iranian Army 
champion, European Amateur 
gold medalist, bronze medalist for 
the Iranian Olympic team in 1968, 
and an AAU National Wrestling 
Champion from 1969 through 
1971. Everyone is familiar with his 
professional accomplishments, 
culminating with his shocking win 
over Bob Backlund at Madison 
Square Garden on December 26. 


Before the Sheik won the title, 
he needed Blassie. When you 
have a picture of Ayatollah Kho- 
meini embroidered to your robe, 
you cannot expect to be regarded 
as a welcome visitor to the United 
States. Politically, he is on shaky 
ground on our ground. It must be 
understood that the Sheik has al- 
ways wanted to be a professional 
wrestler in the United States. Had 
Khomeini never taken over Iran, it 
is conceivable that the Sheik 
might be regarded much more fa- 
vorably in America. In fact, the 
Sheik served for a while as a 
bodyguard for the Shah of Iran, 
who had established a close rela- 
tionship with American leaders be- 
fore being ousted from power by 
Khomeini. 

It was the Sheik’s choice that 
he shift his loyalty to the new Ira- 
nian leadership. What he didn’t 
realize when he made that com- 
mitment was that professional 
wrestling, along with boxing and 
other contact sports, would be 
banned in Iran by Khomeini. The 
fact that he could no longer wres- 
tle in his homeland made the 
Sheik’s need for the United States 
that much stronger. He also 
needed Blassie’s influence ' to 
make sure that he would be al- 
lowed to stay in the United States. 

As of December 26, however, 
he has something stronger than 
Blassie to ensure that he will not 
be deported. Believe me, there 
are forces very high in govern- 
ment that will not allow The Iron 
Sheik to slip out of this country 
with the WWF championship belt. 
Blassie is of no use to the Sheik. 
He is not a good strategist. He is 
not an honest businessman. He 
has no respect for The Iron Sheik 
or the ways of his people. He is 
no longer needed to protect the 
Sheik from deportation. He is a 
money-hungry geek who has ful- 
filled a career-long goal to be in a 
position to dominate the WWF 
championship. The Iron Sheik 
must not allow him to do so at his 
expense. O 


“For Today's 
Wrestling Fan” 


Wrestling 83 was an 
unprecedented success! 
But a new year is upon us—and so Is 


Wrestling 84 


The Spring issue is now on sale at your local 
newsstand! 


@ 18 pages of color 


@ Printed on coated slick 
paper 

@ Interview 84 with “Superfly” 
Jimmy Snuka 

@ Full-color features on The 
Road Warmiors, Kerry Von 
Erich, Mil Mascaras, and 
Abdullah the Butcher 

@ Ric Flair in the “Crossfire” 

@ Official Ratings in 14 
categones 

@ A colorful look at 
“The Private Side” of 
Wahoo McDaniel om 

@ Nick Bockwinkel and Roddy | | I Bs 
Piper go “Head To Head” "ae 

@ Plus all the features and columns you enjoyed so much in 
Wrestling 83 
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sense. Free information. Send name, address and 
25¢ postage to: Americo, Box X673(VS), Marshfield, 
Ma. 02050 
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RIC FLAIR 
(Continued from page 29) 


the concrete. Ric then leaped back 
into the ring and waited for the count. 
The masked challenger didn’t make it 
back into the ring in time. That Flair 
was leaning on the ropes, preventing 
him from making a speedy entrance 


into the ring didn’t help matters, Flair 
won by count-out. 

After Flair watched that match, 
there was none of the enthusiasm he 
displayed after watching the contest 
against Graham. He wasn’t especially 
proud of his battle, but it was 
successful. 

“T did what I had to do,” Ric admit- 
ted. “Mr. Wrestling II was great that 
night. If I didn’t take extraordinary 
measures, he had a chance to win. I 
couldn't allow him to have _ that 
chance. It may ‘not be heroic, and it 
certainly won’t be taught to kids in 
school, but those aren’t my concerns, 
All T need to do is win. 

“Look, everybody loses. That's a 
fact. No one can be perfect all the 
time. In a regular match, you shake it 
off and get ready for the next one. 
When you lose a title, it eats at your 
guts. When I lost the NWA belt [to 
Harley Race last June], I was reeling. I 
did some stupid things, some self-de- 
structive things, and a few things I 
wish I could do over. I came close to 


Flair reaches back to snapmare the yeteran Wrestling II (above), Once down on the mat, Flair works 
to maneuver his opponent into the effective but safe overlapping tochold (below). Flair’s reckless style 
almost cost him his match against Graham (opposite page). 


retiring. No one ever hated anyone as 
much as I hated myself. 

“I sot over it. I had some good 
friends who encouraged me and | 
guess I’m just not the type of guy who 
self-destructs. But I'll tell. you some- 
thing: I wouldn’t want to go through 
that again for all the money in the 
world.” 


Ric smiled, anticipating the next 
question. “You're going to ask why did 
I go after the belt again. Because when 
you're champion, it means you're the 


best. That's what's important in wres- ° 


tling. Maybe we have our standards 
screwed up, but that’s the way it is. 1 
want to be known as the best. The 
NWA belt makes that official. 

“Am I a better wrestler when I don’t 
have the title? No. Am I a different 
wrestler? Completely. It’s really like 
comparing apples and oranges. You 
have a different goal in a title match 
than other matches. I'm not in a title 
match to explore various ways to wres- 
- tle; I'm in there to keep my belt. 

“When I first started wrestling, I did 
it because it was more fun than any- 
thing I had ever known. When I 
tumed professional, | felt like a kid let 
free in a candy store. The moment I 
won the title, that all changed. | be- 
came an adult, or at least someone 
whose responsibilities were more im- 
portant than anything else. 

“Am I happier being champion than 
being a challenger? No. Do I have any 
choice in the matter? No. I have to be 
champion. Otherwise, there's just no 
point to it.” 

No one can be a kid in a candy 
store all his life. | 
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(Continued from page 18) 
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Lanny Poffo, whom Wrestling II does not trust, 
cleanly grips Larry Higgins’ neck muscles. 


from the same parents, and they 
were as far apart as two brothers 
can be. 

“You see,’ Magnum explained, 
“T respect Lanny as an individual. 
He’s his own man, I know him 
well enough to feel secure in the 
knowledge that he’s, not going to 
be influenced by anything his 
brother does, or anything his father 
says. In fact, Lanny’s been away 
from his family for over a year 
now. Blood is blood, but he 
doesn’t need his family’s help in 
order to make it in professional 


wrestling. He’s already proven 
that.” 
How does Wrestling [I feel 


about Magnum’s opinion? 

“He doesn’t like it at all, and 
he’s made his opinions more than 
clear to me and to the Mid-South 
fans,” Magnum said. ‘‘He seems 
to think that Lanny is just no good 
from the start. I don’t buy that for 
the reasons I mentioned before.’’ 

In spite of Wrestling II’s objec- 
tions, Magnum T.A. went ahead 
and teamed up with Lanny in a 
televised match. The team, by the 
way, won their match and looked 


great. 

“It’s kind of strange,’? Magnum 
admitted, ‘‘because on the one 
hand Wrestling II is telling me to 
stay away from Lanny, and on the 
other hand he’s telling me to ex- 
pand my horizons and experience 
different things, That’s what I’m 
trying to do.” 

I asked Magnum if he felt that 
Wrestling II was being unfair to 
him. 

“Well,” he replied, “I’ve 
thought about that. A lot. It’s hard 
to say what’s fair in this case, be- 
cause I know that Wrestling I 
truly believes what he’s saying and 
feels that I really should stay away 
from Lanny. But he also seems 
preoccupied with something, as if 
what bothers him has nothing to 
do with me and Lanny. I don’t 
know. We wrestled well together in 
that one televised match, and I’d 
really like the chance to work out 
in some tag team matches for a 
while. 

““Remember, Wrestling II isn’t 
my manager, he’s my adviser,” 
Magnum explained. ‘‘I dont have 
to do what he says.” 

So why is Magnum taking Wres- 
tling II’s advice in this situation? 

“I respect the man. I don’t nec- 
essarily respect his opinion in this 
case, but I still respect the man. So 
for now I’m biding my time. I’m 
not saying I’m going out tomorrow 
and asking Lanny to be my perma- 
nent tag team partner, but I’m not 
saying that I’ll never ask him to 
team up with me either,” 

Magnum’s face suddenly took 
on an aura of intense seriousness. 

““As for Wrestling II, I’m going 
to be taking a long, hard look at 
our relationship. I’m going to pay 
particularly close attention to every- 
thing he says to me. Like I said, I 
respect him. But I have a hunch 
that there’s more on his mind than 
me, Lanny, or Lanny’s family.’ 
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HART’S PLAN 
(Continued from page 31) 


most despised men in the sport? 
Why our noble and_ virtuous 
Steve would be disgraced. The 
only way he could save his repu- 
tation would be to break up the 
team and wrestle Lane. I'd buy 
seats to that match.” 

Hart wants to give his plan as 
much publicity as possible, hop- 
ing to psychologically cripple The 
Fabulous Ones. He invited the 
press to a combination dinner 
and press conference. On display 
were videotapes of Lane during 
his rulebreaking days. Again and 
again, Lane did react to certain 
moves with identical _ illegal 
countermaneuvers. Then the 
press was treated to a training 
session with Hart's top team, The 
Assassins, currently dubbed the 
A-Team by the manager. 

Watching Hart’s wrestlers, the 
press saw two brutally’ splendid 
athletes perform the maneuvers 
that goaded Lane into rule 
breaking. The A-Team was expert 
at those maneuvers. Hart 
watched closely and shouted 
encouragement. 

When the A-Team finally went 
into action against The Fabulous 
Ones, it was much worse. One 
could see Lane trying desperately 


to maintain his scientific stan- 
dards. The A-Team goaded him 


time and time again. Lane was 
mentally crippled. Stan knew 
what Hart was doing, and he was 


’ battling himself as well as the A- 


Team. Keirn also knew what was 
happening, and he took risks to 
try to end the match quickly. The 
Fabulous Ones, wrestling the de- 
mons of the past, were lucky to 
get out of the ring under their 
own power. They walked back to 
the dressing room in rage and 
disgust. 

Hart was elated. He knew at 


the very least he was dredging 


up the past, forcing The Fabulous 


Everything will be all right with The Fabulous 
Ones as long as Lane can control himself and 
use scientific maneuvers like headlocks (above 
left and below). If Lane can be enticed into 
reverting to his rulebreaking style, that could 
mean the end of this great tag team. Keirn tries 
to stop an A-Team member from choking his 
partner (opposite page), 


Ones~to confront it. No longer 
could they act as if the past 
didn’t exist, as if they were never 
enemies and Lane wasn’t a rule- 
breaker. They would have to de- 
vise strategies to confront the 
new problem, and by doing so 
would be admitting there was a 
past that threatened them. Even if 
he couldn’t defeat them in the 


ring, Hart could estrone th them as 


a tag team. 

Hart wasn’t content to let only 
the A-Team present this problem. 
The manager generously sent the 
strategy to every team The Fabu- 
lous Ones faced. For Lane, it was 
like a living nightmare. No matter 
where he turned, the hated past 
kept attacking him. His wrestling 
suffered and Keirn exhausted 
himself trying to take up the 
slack. The team was headed for 
certain doom. 

They had only one chance. 
Keirn forced them to take it. 

“| don’t care what happens,” 
he announced, “as long as we’re 
at our best. We can’t let other 
people dictate how we'll wrestle. 
If you’re forced to do something 
you'll regret, so be it. We can’t 
continue to run away from our 
fears. The team, is dying slowly. 
It’s better it thrives or dies a 
quick death. Let’s just get out 
there and wrestle our best. To 
hell with the consequences.” 

Lane nodded silently. They had 
no choice. The next few matches 
will tell whether The Fabulous 
Ones can survive. They'll do their 
best and not worry about any- 
thing else. 

And like a vulture, Jimmy Hart 
patiently awaits the outcome. U 
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Or — get all THREE for just $12.00 
Physical Culture Products, 


Dept. (VST-57) , Box 1548 
Pompano Beach, Fla. 33060 


PHOTO ID 
——™ 


IN FULL COLOR - SEALED IN PLASTIC 
Good In All States and Provinces 
— FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATE — 


Fast Service » Moneyback Gueranien 


rs ‘ c SEND $6.00, Name, Address, Sex, 

(rer naa Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes, 
{35.00 exc) 6G Birthdate & Small Photo. 

Order with triencs! CARDINAL PUBLISHING. DEPT. 405 
2071 Emerson, Box 5: 


PHOTO ID 


vir OOR ENGLISH 


Holding You Back? 


NOW—Speak, Write, and Read like a well educated person 
—on the job and socially—even if you never finished high 
School! 

The Proven Made-Simple Self 
Teaching Method helps stop those 
ambarrassing mistakes in English— 
in only 10 minutes a day! 


_——. 


A 
THE———., 
“MADE SIMPLE" 


_SHP TA 
Special Section 


“SPELLING-WIZARD” 


Spell any word perfectly! 293 of 
the most frequently misspelled 
words emphasizing the trouble 
de to avoid, Plus new FUN-TO- 
; ; 1 Method locks simple spelling 
ideas, but if you |, ah 7 

iey anaes tricks"/in your memory instantly! 


them properly you are seen as awkward and 
unintelligent. If your English is poor your boss can’t 
know how smart you really are, so advancement 
bécomes more difficult. Even your sweetheart or closest 
friends may never fully realize how bright & interesting 
you are. 

Now you can easily end these frustrating setbacks. In 
only weeks, this amazing self-teaching ‘method will 
greatly improve’ your grammar, punctuation, vocabulary, 
and pronunciation! You will read faster with better 
understanding. You will speak and write clearly and will 
be listened to, understood, and respected. You will gain 
self-confidence! 

€learly presented simple tips. No boring study. Helps 
pass civil service, school, military and job tests. Send 
$9.95plus 95¢ for shipping. Return book within 30 days 


tor refund if not satisfied. 
VALCO Publishinge E7Q Box 2012 


New Rochelle,NY 10802 


People judge you 
by how you 
“come across” 
when you speak 
or write. You pro- 
bably have very 
worthwhile 


64 


BETWEEN FALLS 
(Continued from page 6) 


no one yet has escaped from). 

The third fall lasted only 42 
minutes due to the time limit. 
Race knew this and was stalling 
for time. Just as Billy was trying 
to put the fullnelson on him 
again, time ran out. The match 
ended in a draw. 

I don’t have anything against 


Harley Race, but I think Billy: 


Jack could easily win the NWA 
World title on any given day in 
two out of three falls ‘without a 
time limit. Billy, who has been 
wrestling for a little over a year, 
gave the World champion a 
tough match. 
Keep it up, Billy, the Pacific 
Northwest loves you! 
TONI MASDEN 
Oregon City, OR 


GOOD WORK, MIKE 

I want to add my congratula- 
tions to those of thousands of 
fans to Mike Rotondo for his lat- 


est success in the Florida area. - 


I've been following Mike’s 
career for a long time, ever 
since I heard he tured profes- 
sional. His amateur record is 
excellent, and his pro record is 
beginning to point in only one 
direction: World title. 


I know that Mike can do it, 
and I want to let him know that 
he has thousands of fans who 
will support him all the way. 
Go to it, Mike, we all know you 
can do it. 

RALPH ATEN 
Syracuse, NY 


DISAPPOINTED IN 0 

I can’t believe what Mr. 
Wrestling II said to Magnum 
T.A. about wrestling with Lanny 
Poffo as a partner. Just because 
Lanny’s father and brother are 
rulebreakers doesn’t mean. that 


Mr. Wrestling Il (top) has angered many fans by advising Terry Allen not to team with Laney Poffo. 
Mike Rotondo, headlocking Elijah Akeem (above), is congratulated by fellow Syracuse native Ralph 
Aten on winning the Florida State title. 


Lanny has to be a rulebreaker. 
Wrestling II ought to under- 
stand that. Lanny Poffo is his 
own man, and he doesn’t have 
to follow in his family’s foot- 
steps. Furthermore, to say that 
Magnum T.A. will be _ influ- 
enced by Poffo is simply an in- 
sult to Magnum. I’m very disap- 
pointed in Wrestling II, and I 
feel he owes Magnum T.A., 
Lanny Poffo, and the Mid-South 

fans an apology. 
ARTHUR MAKIN 
Houston 


ALBANO’S WORST MOMENT 
An open letter to Lou Albano: 
Way to go, Lou! I just saw 
the televised match where your 
Samoans lost the WWF tag 


Lou Albano has helped yet another team to the 
WWF tag team title. 


team belts to Tony Atlas and 
Rocky Johnson, and I loved it. 
You really embarrassed your- 
self, Lou. The way you clob- 
bered Afa with a chair, causing 
him to be pinned by Atlas, was 
just great. This should teach 
you not to interfere in title 
matches, Lou. What are you 
going to do now that The Sa- 
moans aren’t WWF tag team 
champions anymore? This has 
to be one of your worst mo- 
ments, Lou. It couldn’t happen 
to a better man. 
STEPHEN CARUSO 
Columbia, MDO 


IN JUST 
5-7 DAYS 


Great For Balding, Thinning, 
See-Thru Hair! 


Science has done it ..improved on nature...and 
found a way to give you thicker, fuller, longer 
looking hair IN JUST DAYS—so vital for a 
younger more vigorous appearance. 

It is a scientific fact that your hair, like any 
natural fiber, can be impregnated to be stronger, 
thicker and fuller. How? A newly developed hair 
thickener begins where nature left off. Gives new 
body to each individual hair, increases the width 
of each hair, for that LONGER, THICKER. FULLER 
APPEARANCE 


muitos” Wear the Badge of a 


DETECTIVE 


nok spirit of adventure, prin tryst and self 
— * reliance can lead you to an exciting career 
= ¢> opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring crimi- 
= nals to justice, protect the innocent. 
Experts guide you every atep of the way. 
Men and women needed to work in chal- 


¥ lenging situations, withstanding hard- 
SECRET - pj ships, make on the spot decisions, Learn 
EQUIPMENT the latest investigative techniques using 


special aint enforcement equip: 

Cnt th oe. ret eats aed 

ipsinasi Meer Service. Sart Sour own 

ara roeiinie eave up 
t and moi all equi 

kenge ig ment. Send for free details.” 
ore ‘Approved by Calif. Dept. of Public Instruct. 

» THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 1 
DEPT. VS401! P.O. Box 2469, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

|. Rush me your 'Detective’’ Career Kit— 1 


a | 


rt 
1 oreaeay. 


——— oe 


| CAPITAL 
P YROT ECHNICS 


Selling the finest firecrackers for birthdays 
parties, weddings and anniversaries. 


Offer applies to all 50 states 


The following SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY 
PHOTOS show the effects of the Vitamin B5 
(Pathenol) and Proteins in Long ‘n Strong onsplit 


Pack Sizes - 
Offered 


Brick Sizes 


Cost Offered Cost 


4 . 100’ 1,50 20-100" 4 
ends, and also show the thickened increase of the 300's Soe os 5-300 Sio80 a 
diameter of the hair. 800's $6.00 ea. 5-800's $20.00 ea 


Specily Black Cat or Zebra. All Crackers 113" size. 
Also NEW Jumping Jack Brick 48-12's $20.00 
Pyro-Pops 5-$1.00 
Whistling Moon Bottle Rockets $6.50 ors 
1,000 Ft. Warhead Missile $10.00 dz 
Unidentified Flying Objects (Exploding) $8.00'dz 


FREE PUNK AND SPARKLERS WITH ALL ORDERS, 
pe th hal alesis BE Balad iat hd 


Shipped prepaid same day UPS. 
Address, phone number, (OPT), M.O's or check to: 
Capital Pyrotechnics 
1377 K, Street, NW Ste. 103 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Next Month — More Bargains and Specials 


Spit End iN \ 
Correction 


LONG'n STRONG ALLOWS HAIR TO GROW LONGER, 
THICKER, HEALTHIER AND STRONGER 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


4 oz. Bottle $4.95 Special! 2 only $8.98. 
Send to: Rush Ind. Dept. KR79BH 
871 Willis Ave., Albertson, N.Y. 11507 


«We e 
$1.00 


NOTHING 
ELSE TO 
BUY! 


haceleay Motionless Exercise Meiad 
— MIKE MARVELS SCIENTIFIC {SO- 
METRICS — will give you fantastic 
strength with muscles of steal without 
Sweat or Strain! Powerful arms, mag- 
nificently-powerful chest. . powerful 
shoulders, strong stomach muscles and 
legs that will seldom tire! No Apparatus Lf 
or Exercisers — your body is your own 

Gymnasium! This Secret System devel- | 7 

ops muscular strength 3 times faster j, 
than conventional methods! —<—S > 


ORDER NOW! 
JUST 10 EASY MINUTES! 


Scientific lsometrics is the modern mir- 
acle of stimulating muscles — takes just 
10 minutes a day of easy exercises that 
will not tire you. No long hours of boring _ 
exercises with weights or costly appar- P \ 
atus. Isometrics ig the amazing discov © {—~ ~~ "MAIL NO-RISK TRIAL COUPON HOW! = 

ery of West German scientists who found | Mike Marvel, Dep! 466, 160 Amherst Street | 
a new thrilling Me to build powerful, East Orange, New Jersey, 07019 


strong muscles in 10 minutes a day. Each 0.K. Mike Marv I 
el, enclosed is my $5.00 Send me your 
exercise is done. for only 10 seconds a ia Scientific losmetric Dynaflex System in one book 


day! Completely illustrated. which includes a chapter on: “SECRETS OF ATTRACT- 
MIKE MARVEL’S SCIENTIFIC _ISOMET- ING GIRLS." | must agree that the Dynaflex method has | 


RICS DEVELOPS EACH MUSCLE GROUP licen me powerfully toned muscles, put full strength in 
— ROM | HEAD TO TOE 3 TIMES FASTER! my muscles, made me so styong that | can be Hi to | 
show my friends how strong | am. | 
| And it must do this igi0 minutes a e5 Olek else 
to buy—now or in the future. | get my$5.00 back—with no | 
questions asked upon return of the book. 


ame 
Address 
City State Tip ———_, | 


same wee = SOLD ON MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 2 ee semen of 
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(estline 


ILLUSTRATED 


are based on won-lost records rie the bE on! month, quality of opposition, and the senerens skill of each 
ors 


and are universally recognized as official 


TAG TEAMS 

1—RICK STEAMBOAT & JAY YOUNGBLOOD 
NWA World tag team chai 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 

2—KEN PATERA & CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
AWA World tag team champions 
Combined weight: 710 pounds 


3—THE VON ER ERICHS eee 
Combined a Oe ae pees 


4—BRETT reeds pene BUZZ SAWYER 


Combine te odin rig 


5—DUSTY RHODES & Y BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 


Corneied wer rr Perens 
6—ROCKY JOHNSON & TONY ATLAS 


WWF tag team champions 
Combined weight: 491 pounds 


7—MR. WRESTLING Il & MAGNUM T.A. 


ler. These ratings are compiled by the edi 


Roddy Piper 


TOP10 
6—HULK HOGAN 
320, Venice Beach, CA 


7—PEDRO MORALES 
240, Culebra, Puerto Rico 


Harley Race 


1—RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—ANDRE THE GIANT 


497, Grenoble, France 


3—DAVID VON ERICH 8—HARLEY RACE Combined weene 477 pcunse 
247, Denton, TX 253, Kansas City, MO 8—STEVE KEIRN & STAN LANE 
4—DUSTY RHODES 9—DINO BRAVO id-Southern tag team champlons 
302, Austin, TX ~ 248, Montreal, Quebec 9 _neresvagt ® GINO BRIT 0 
5—NICK BOCKWINKEL 19 RODDY FEES Canadian an Internationa nation I tag team champions 
Hills, CA 231, tian bined weight: 493 pounds 
pon ct 10—THE MASKED MEDICS | 
North American champions 
Combined m pied G77 pounds 
* Combined weights reflect three team members 


NWA and AWA ratings are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, promoters, and re, 
“Most Hated” ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and on mail 


rters. “Most Popular” and 
that comes to our offices. 


MOSTPOPULAR MOSTHATED NWA AWA 
1—ANDRE THE GIANT 1—NIKOLAI VOLKOFF World Champion: World Champion: 
497, Grenoble, France 3465, Siberia, Russia RIC FLAIR NICK BOCKWINKEL 
2—BUZZ SAWYER 2—GREG VALENTINE 243, Kansas City, MO 245, Beverly Hills, CA 
240, St. Petersburg, FL 243, Seattle, WA 1—DICK SLATER 1—MAD DOG VACHON 
3—DUSTY RHODES 3—KING KONG BUNDY 235, Tampa, FL 225, Algeria 
302, Austin, TX 420, Atlantic City, NJ 2—TED DiBIASE 2—BILLY ROBINSON 
4—JIMMY SNUKA 4—HACKSAW REED 247, Omaha, NE 246, Manchester, England 
250, Fiji Islands 249, Kansas City, MO 3—DAVID VON ERICH 3—BRAD RHEINGANS 
5—JUNKYARD DOG 5—TED DiBIASE 247, Denton, TX 248, Minneapolis, MN 
260, New Orleans, LA 247, Omaha, NE 4—MIKE ROTONDO 4—MR. SAITO 
6—KERRY VON ERICH 6—NICK BOCKWINKEL 245, Syracuse, NY 247, Osaka, Japan 
251, Denton, TX 245, Beverly Hills, CA 5—HARLEY RACE 5—KEN PATERA 
7—HULK HOGAN 7—RON BASS 253, Kansas City, MO 256, Portland, OR 
320, Venice Beach, CA 285, Pampa, TX 6—RON BASS 6—BLACKJACK LANZA 
8—MIKE ROTONDO 8--THE IRON SHEIK 285, Pampa, TX 260, Laredo, TX 
245, Syracuse, NY 262, Teheran, Iran 7—GREG VALENTINE 7—JERRY LAWLER 
9—MAGNUM T.A. 9—JIM GARVIN 243, Seattle, WA 234, Memphis, TN 
245, Chesapeake, VA 235, Tampa, FL 8—CARLOS COLON 8—SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 
10—BILLY JACK 10—KENDO NAGASAKI 238, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 260, Paradise Valley, AZ 
245, Portland, OR 248, Singapore 9—CHRIS ADAMS 9—CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
225, Stratford on Avon, England 474, Stone Mountain, GA 
10—RIP OLIVER 10—JESSE VENTURA 
245, Tampa, FL 270, Muscle Beach, CA 
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Below are the ratings for the top re: 


surveys of wrestlers, promoters, and reporters 


THE IRON SHEIK 
262, Teheran, Iran 
1—BOB BACKLUND 
242, Princeton, MN 
2—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 
262, Sunset Beach, HI 
3—PAUL ORNDORFF 
253, Brandon, FL 
4—JIMMY SNUKA 
250, Fiji Islands 
5—MASKED SUPERSTAR 
282, Atlanta, GA 
6—TITO SANTANA 
245, Mission, TX 
7—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Paris Island, SC 
8—ROCKY JOHNSON 
244, Washington, DC 
9—TONY ATLAS 
247, Roanoke, VA 
10—IVAN PUTSKI 
242, Krakow, Poland 


FLORIDA 

1—RON BASS 

285, Pampa, TX 
2—MIKE ROTONDO 

245, Syracuse, NY 
3—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
4—BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 

310, Sweetwater, TX 
5—DIRTY YELLOW DOG 

230, parts unknown 
6—MIKE GRAHAM 

232, Tampa, FL 
7—MIKE DAVIS 

232, Atlanta, GA 
8—ONE MAN GANG 

402, Chicago, IL 
9—KENDO NAGASAKI 

248, Singapore 

10—HECTOR GUERRERO 
243, Mexico 


GEORGIA 

1—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NE 
2—JAKE ROBERTS 

243, Baton Rouge, LA 
3—BUZZ SAWYER 

240, St. Petersburg, FL 
4—BRETT SAWYER 

242, St. Petersburg, FL 
5—KING KONG BUNDY 

420, Atlantic City, NJ 
6—THE SHEIK 

251, Saudi Arabia 
7—PEZ WHATLEY 

238, El Paso, TX 
8—RONNIE GARVIN 

231, Montreal, Quebec 
9—BUGSY McGRAW 

245, New York, NY 


10—TOMMY ROGERS 
222, St. Petersburg, FL 


MID-SOUTH 
1—JUNKYARD DOG 
260, New Orleans, LA 


2—NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 
345, Siberia, Russia 


3—KRUSHER DARSOW 
303, Thief River Falls, MN 


4—HACKSAW REED 
249, Kansas City, MO 
5—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 


6—MR. WRESTLING I 
232, Atlanta, GA 


7—HACKSAW DUGGAN 


280, New York, NY 
8—KAMALA 
360, Uganda 
9—TERRY TAYLOR 
219, Tampa, FL 
10—STEVE WILLIAMS 
234, Tulsa, OK 


WORLD CLASS 


1—CHRIS ADAMS 


225, Stratford on Avon, England 


2—DAVID VON ERICH 

247, Denton, TX 
3—KEVIN VON ERICH 

254, Denton, TX 
4—JIM GARVIN 

235, Tampa, FL 
5—KERRY VON ERICH 

251, Denton, TX 
6—ICEMAN PARSONS 

242, St. Louis, MO 
7—KAMALA 

360, Uganda 
8—SUPER DESTROYER 


271, parts unknown 


9—BRIAN ADIDAS 
240, Lake Dallas, TX 


10—SUPER DESTROYER Il 


271, parts unknown 


MID-SOUTHERN 

1—AUSTIN IDOL 

240, Las Vegas, NV 
2—JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 
3—JOS LeDUC 

280, Godbout, Quebec 
4—RANDY SAVAGE 

235, Sarasota, FL 
5—KING KONGA 

302, parts unknown 
6—DUTCH MANTEL 

224, Oil Trough, TX 
7—STEVE KEIRN 

220, Tampa, FL 
8—STAN LANE 

219, Del Ray, FL 
9—MR. EBONY 

240, parts unknown 

10—KOKO WARE 
217, Union City, TN 


OFFICIAL 
WRESTLING 
RATINGS 


one erecting areas of the country. These ratings are based on nationwide 


MID-ATLANTIC 
1—DICK SLATER 
235, Tampa, FL 
2—GREG VALENTINE 
243, Seattle, WA 
3—RODDY PIPER 
231, Scotland 
4—RUFUS R. JONES 
287, Boston, MA 
5—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 
6—COWBOY BOB ORTON 
245, Kansas City, KS 
7—JIMMY VALIANT 
251, New York, NY 
8—THE GREAT KABUKI 
252, Singapore 
9—BUGSY McGRAW 
245, New York, NY 


10—MARK YOUNGBLOOD 
230, Amarillo, TX 


NORTHWEST 

1—RIP OLIVER 

245, Tampa, FL 
2—BILLY JACK 

245, Portland, OR 
3—DYNAMITE KID 

225, England 
4—JULES STRONGBOW 

247, Pawhuska, OK 
5—PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE 

245, Minneapolis, MN 
6—THE ASSASSIN 

240, parts unknown 
7—CURT HENNIG 

235, Minneapolis, MN 
8—SCOTT McGHEE 

220, Shipley, England 
9—CHAVO GUERRERO 

237, Juarez, Mexico 


10—MATT BORNE 
240, Milwaukie, OR 
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RATINGS 
ANALYSIS 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. 
lt is a behind-the-scenes look at the most important —and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans 


hampionship changes: As of press time, there are 

some very important changes in the ratings that 
should be pointed out, all the results of recent title 
changes. 

The first thing you'll notice 
is that The Iron Sheik is listed 
sr as WWF champion. This is 
not a mistake. The Iron Sheik 
captured the belt from Bob 
Backlund in New York's Madi- 
. ® son Square Garden on De 
A cember 26, just-as we were 

going to press. For further de- 
tails, see “Ringside” (page 8), 
“Kings’ Court” (page 10), and 
“Dressing Room Confidential’ 
(page 12). The Iron Sheik’s vic- 
tory also places him into the 
Most Hated ratings at the 


The Iron Sheik 


number eight’ spot. 

The day after, on December 27, Brett and Buzz Saw- 
yer defeated The Road Warriors in Canton, Ohio,.to 
capture the National tag team title. As a result, Brett 
and Buzz are now rated fourth, just behind The Von 
Erichs in the tag team ratings. 

Furthermore: Mike Rotondo is now rated number 
two in Florida, having won the Florida title in a recent 
tournament following the stripping of the title from 
Barry Windham ... Dick Slater is rated number one in 
the Mid-Atlantic. As of press time, Slater holds both 
the Mid-Atlantic and U.S. heavyweight championships. 
While Greg Valentine is rated number two in that area, 
the spot usually occupied by the Mid-Atlantic cham- 
pion, remember that he does not hold that title ... In 
the -tag team category, The Von Erichs (now rated 
fourth) have regained the World Class six-man tag 
team title from The Freebirds; Dusty Rhodes and Black- 
jack Mulligan (rated fifth) now hold the U.S, tag team 
title; Mr. Wrestling Il and Magnum T.A. (rated seventh) 
have won the Mid-South tag team belts; Tony Parisi 
and. Gino Brito (rated ninth) are now the Canadian 
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International tag team champions; and The Masked 
Medics (rated 10th) are currently the WWC North 
American tag team champions ... Billy Jack may have 
lost the Pacific Northwest title to Rip Oliver (who is 
now rated number one in that area, and numbewr 10 
in the NWA) but he has entered our Most Popular 
category at the number 10 spot. 2 


As of press time ... The offices of this magazine have 
been receiving a lot of mail from readers addressed to 
“Ratings Analysis” asking: “If so-and-so holds a particu- 
lar championship, why isn’t he rated in such-and-such 
a spot?” 

The reason for this is quite simple, and is also the 
reason why the first words in this month’s column are 
“As of press time.” 

There is an unfortunate but necessary period of time 
between the day the magazine is completed and sent 
to the printer and the day it arrives at your local 
newsstand. During these weeks, one or more of wres- 
tling’s many championships may (and very often do) 
change hands. 

Another example: Rick Steamboat has already an- 
nounced his retirement, but “as of press time” (there’s 
that phrase again!), Steamboat and Jay Youngblood still 
hold the NWA World tag team belts—although by the 
time this magazine hits the newsstands the tourna- 
ment to determine new champions following Steam- 
boat’s retirement will likely be history. 

We always strive to bring you the most up-to-date 
news possible, but we can never anticipate when a 
title will be changing hands. In any event, you can 
always be sure that the “Official Wrestling Ratings” are 
the most accurate and comprehensive ratings available 
anywhere in professional wrestling. 


The address for mail: We always enjoy reading your 
comments about our ratings system and this ‘Ratings 
Analysis’ column. Send them to: “Ratings Analysis” c/o 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated; Box 48; Rockville Centre; NY 
11571. O 


DINO BRAVO. 


SUBSCRIPTION 
DEAL 


THE FABULOUS TWINS ARE YOURS FOR 
THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS... 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR DOOR 
AT NO EXTRA COST! 


YOU COMPARE THE WRESTLER and INSIDE 
WRESTLING WITH ANY OTHER WRESTLING 


SNE WRESTLER» MAGAZINES ON THE MARKET AND THEN DECIDE 
_ (Published Monthly) WHICH IS THE BEST DEAL—WHICH GIVES YOU 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


THE MOST FOR YOUR MONEY. 


For the best coverage by far of the world’s most exciting sport, 
2 DAVIDVoNemICH: gall together with the kind of thrilling action and behind-the-scenes 
vs ne - Pint pictures which only our staff photographers can capture on film, 
Fak : = 4 youll have to read each and every issue ef THE WRESTLER and 

4 INSIDE WRESTLING. So do yourself a great big favor and subscribe 
NOW! You'll be glad you did. 


24 SENSATIONAL 
ISSUES FOR ONLY *25 


(Published Monthly) 


T.V. SPORTS, INC. (}] Renewal OU New Subscription 


Box 48 On new subscriptions, please allow up to eight 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 weeks before you receive your first issue. 


Please enter my subscription to both [HE WRESTLER and INSIDE WRESTLING. I will 
receive a total of 24 issues (12 of each magazine). | am enclosing $25 as payment in full. 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $30. U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 


<~: 


Now-—enjoy a life of unbelievable riches, lasting love and constant 
protection with the secrets in this startling WITCH BOOK— 


THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHERAET 


\ 


Whatever it is you need’ or want, Witchcraft can get it for you quickly, 
easily, and automatically, say these experts. You'll discoyer how it can bring 
abundant and overflowing wealth, find or bring back a lover, ward off evil in- 
Ei fluences, and much more—step-by-step in plain English, with complete easy- 


to-follow instructions! 


Yes Witcheraft! Every time you heay 
the word it brings with it the feelings of 
deep occult secrets—secreis that you would 
like to know so that your Jife can be better, 
so that your enemies will stop bothering 
you so that serentty, love, power and com- 
for “an be yours! 


THE MAGIC POW>« OF WITCHCRAFT fays bare these 
secrets for the first time: Do you want a bank account bursting at 
the seams with money® A love life that woultl make a sultan en- 
vious? Supreme power to crush Your enemies and reward. your 
friends? What would it be worth to you to utter 4 simple incants- 
tion that would calise any pain to vanish? Or say another. and im: 
mediately recover some Jost object? ) 

What would iv be worth to you to fly through time and space, on 
asical wings, as Witches do go wherever you Wish |. dg what- 
ever you wish . without being detected Watch the anucs of 
others behind closed doars hear private conversations make 
ume run forward or backward _ read tomurrow s Hewspaper in 
u “black mirror” find out what really happened in history 
make your face old or young at will! 


BRINGS AUTOMATIC ASSURED SUCCESS! 


Witchcraft can bring your heart's desire! You can use it to hep! 
someone, influence the boss fo xive you thal taise, or make sonie- 
une stop bothering you! Is easy! The easiest thifig in the world! 
You don't have to be wealthy or saper-intelligent to get started! 
Thousands of ordinary people all aver the world are using Witch- 
craft Power right now! 

Witches have known for centuries that people are scared of them 
and their powers! And rightly sol! NOW YOU CAN SHARE THE 
SAME POWER that gives you-literally-life and death control 
over other persons! Is someone bothering you" No problem at all, 
with Magic Witchcraft. For example, there is a spell called. the 
“Cross Not My Path” ritual, for people who arc hayme neighbor 
trouble. When you use il, you know you Will never again have 
trouble with this neighbor! 

With these amazing Witchcraft secrets, other people will look up 
fo You-in uwe- you'll automancally dazzle others with your power 
fo make things happes at your will, youll be Master of your des 
tiny, and never have to apologize to anyone for anythwet 

Whatever you want or need, whatever frustration is bothering 
you, Witchcraft will help you. tis not évilonor is it Black Magic 
Like electricity, it is simply a power given by nature for the use of 
men, to make Jifé Casier 

Youll see how to get paid without working . how to gst ey. 
pensive clothes und furs FREE how to get a firstclass plane 
seat FREE... how to vacation at the finest hotels, miotels, pools 
and pleastire palaces, stun living like « millionaire ay Witehes dof 


AMAZING TECHNIQUE HAS HELPED THOUSANDS! 


Witcheraft secrets like these can make you rich faster than any- 
thing else in the world! Here's how others have used them to make 


Now! Let This Amazing Witch Book Bring You 
INFINITE WEALTH, FINE POSSESSIONS, 
A COMFORTABLE NEW HOME, FINANCIAL 
SECURITY, LOVE, CONTROL OVER OTHERS,- 
And More—Easily And Automatically! 


For centuries, these Witcheraft secrets. were hushed up, so 
that those in power could Stay in power! Feudal lords Kept 
therr bendsmen us slayes. Factory awners kept their em- 
ployees in dreaded sweatshops, because these masters knew 
they must not allow their workers to realize that they need 
not labor their lives away Witchoraft was suppressed be- 
cause it works! Not because of any “evil! i it Tf it hadn't 
worked, ho one would haye wormed about ut If you want to 
‘gain power, all you need ts this amazing Witch Book! 

By using these Witchcraft secrets, you too can change 
your life and gain health, wealth, someone to love-or any- 
thing else~—surely, swiftly and automatically! 

* THE WITCH'S MONEY JAR!—You'll discover the 
seeret of the Witch's Money Jar, a mystenous jar that fills 
with money—whenever YOu want or need it! All you need is 
some waler, pennies, and un ordinary jar or bowl! You'll be 
amazed al the speed with which it fills with moneya stem 
ingly endless supply of needed cash! 

* THE WITCH'S MONKEY MAGNET!—You'll see how 
to magnetize a dollar bill so'that @ multiples! All you need 


to make your own Witch's Money Magnet is a dollar bill, a i a " wo ni 3 I | 
to make your own Wis Money Magpe sce youd thin, |Meat and vigor, powst ta control others, seeet Loowicdas, Dio; 5 | _[y Check here if you wish your order sent COLD Enclose: | 
your dollar will double and keep doubling! You'll enjoy can bring it to you quickly, easily dad atitomatically? It's the easiest & | only $1 good-will deposit now Pay postman balance, plus | 
glittering luxuries, and start living like a millionaire, as thing in the world! y . x C.O.D. charges. Sime moneyback pusraatee, of course 
Witches do! < Sapte : : HOW aD SRE ro THE BUPUBEL Wt Ouli 70n like to be p Sate 
* THE WITCH'S BLACK MIRROR!—Just as your TY able to see the future? You CAN with the magic Black Mirroryou'll 4 NAS 

set has been culled your “window on the world,” so the cc how to make on page 23, All you need is some ink and a bow! of a | Please print | 
Black Mirror is your “window on the psychic world”—the water, Then use the chant on this page, and you will be able to see ADDRESS 

world of the unknown. Making your own personal Black many things. One man uses it to read tomorrow's newspaper, you e 1 | 
Mirror ake only 9 few momen and Ean open Ne Pay A |e ee RUN BACKWARD OR TORWanDECA, | CITY 
ink, and the chant on page 23. Suddenly you will see, scenes or | hea | 
from other places andetimes, of any Scéne you wish to see! PROGRESS BOOKS, LTD. | STATE Zip | 


IN THIS WITCH BOOK YOU'LL DISCOVER .. . 


* How to Cast Spells that Really Work! 

*® Your Magic Window on the World! 

© Personal Protection! 

* Telepathy Made Easy! 

® |nfiuencing Others to Do Your Bidding! 
* Controlling a Conversation! 

® The Technique of Silent Persuasion! 

* Using Witchcrall to Find Friends! 

® How to Find the Lover You Want! 

* How to Bring Your Perfect Mate to You: 
* How to Dominate Others! 

® Witchcraft Power for Money’ 

* Withcraft Power lo Make You Irresistible to Others! 
* Spells for Finding Lost Objects! 

* How to Always Win with Luck Spells’ 

*® More Power for Bigger Goals! 

® inhaling Cosmic Energy' 

® Recharging Your Cosmic Batteries! 

* Raising Your Vital Energy Level! 

* Howlo Keep Evil Forces Away! 


miracles happen in their daily lives! 

You'll see how Vern, a man who likes to give a lot of expensive 

arties, was always short of cash until he discovered the amazing 

WITCH'S MONEY JAR~now all he hus to do is dip in, for it 
brings him an-endless flow of cash! Evelyn, a waitress, was always 
lending money to friends, and was always broke. Finally, she placed 
her last dollar on the table, and Worked the MONEY MAGNET 
SPELL over it. All at once, dozens of people who had borrowed 
money from hér, rushed to pay her back! 

Hank was perpetually broke, One night he got together wath 
some friends. and they decided to cust the MONEY SPELL The 
very next day, Hank received in the mail a check for some $250 
worth of insurance (He had never heard of the Company that sent 
the check. he was not insured with them, and had never even made 
a claim—but he accepted the money.) Another member of the 
group that used the spel, a 40-year-old secrelary, received an autos 
mobile as a gift! All the other members of the group received amaz- 
ing windfalls of money, as well! You'll see how Dexter, a retiree, 
lives RENT FREE and receives $200 a week at the age of 78, with 
a secret you'll find in this Witch Book! You'll see how Claudine, a 
secretary, Was able to wear the finest. most expensive furs-PRE 
and spend weekends at an expensive ski lodge in the mountains, 
where she met a wonderful man! How Ruth L, a widow—with noth- 
ing but a soiall pension, and a little savings—received her dream 
house, by using a simple S-minute ritual on page 38 of this book! 

Using the same Witchcraft secrets, YOU can achieve peace of 
mind and freedom from money worries for the res! of your life! 


YOU CAN HEAL YOURSELF AS WITCHES DO! 


Feeling sick today? Plagued by a lot of troublesome illnesses? 
Perhaps some relative is sick and constantly demanding your atten- 
tion? Or perhaps it is even a pet that needs help? With the MAGIC 
POWER OF WITCHCRAFT, you can cure anything, say authors 
Gavin and Yvonne Frost: “In our expenence we have nor 
found a single incurable disease!” 

* ANDY DISSOLVES A GALLSTONE!—Aniy M, developed 
gullstones, When his illness became too troublesome to ignore, he 
went ta doctor, Urine tests revealed that he was chronically alka- 
line, His body was badly out of balance. Using this Witchcraft 
method fo restore balance to the mind and body~jn a-short whide, 
X-rays showed that he had no more gallstones! Andy never again 
suffered the excruciating pain of passing stones! 

In the same way, say Gavin and Yvonne Frost, almost all illness 
can be prevented, You are actually employing af ancient Witch- 
ceaft method to remove diseused tissue! Even if you do nor have 
any belief in the results, the power will work for you! 

One woman, who had been in a wheelchair for 26 years, due to 
polyo and arthritis, ased the Witchcraft healing method. and re- 
ported that she had no pain and could walk and gacden again! A 
man reported that his son's deep Ird degree burns miraculously 
healed overnight! 

* SO SIMPLE A CHILD USES IT!—A 4-year-old girl asked if 
she could try to heal a man who was limping-due to a torn liga- 
ment—with thes simple Witchcraft healing method, In a matter of 
moments, she started her chant, laying her hands on the weak 
ankle The man was miraculously cured! To skeptics, this should 
be convincing PROOF that anyone can use it! 


AMAZING POWER CAN BE YOURS! 


Whether you wunt infinite wealth, or just 4 comfortable new 
home, financial security, fine possessions, love, companionship, new 


3200 Lawson Blvd., P.O. Box 903, Oceanside, N.Y. 11572 


MEET THE AUTHORS 


GAYIN FROST, B.Sc., Ph.D., D.D., is Archbishop of the 
Church of Wicca, New Bern, North Carolina with national 
headquartets in Salem, Missouri, branches in several states 
and worldwide membership. He is Marshal of the Gold Star 
of England, with the right to wear the Saffron Robe and 
one of the very few Witches in the Western Hemisphere 
privileged 10 wear (he authentic mark of initiation on his 
wrist, Although deseended from a long line of mystics and 
scholars, and formerly a Vice-President and Director of 
Internatfonal Operations for major aerospace companies, he 
prefers 10 be thought of as a humble teacher. 

Mrs. YVONNE FROST, A.A., D.D., with her husband 
Gavin Frost, devotes her time to giving private instruction. 
and publishing Suriial, the newsletter of the Church of 
Wicca, of which she is a Bishop 

Arucles by or aboul Gavin and Yvonne Frost have ap- 
peared in such national publicauons as Midnight and the = 
National Enquirer. 


FREE . .. the witches Protection Amulet 
For Just Examining The Witch Book... ri 


> When you receive your copy of THE 
MAGIC POWER OF WITCH- 


CRAFT,.we will send you the witches 
protection pentagon medatlion (See p. 
26) that will protect you from evil. 
Whether you keep the book or nat, this 
handsome, powerful amulet is yours as 
a gift. So send in this no-risk coupon 
night now! 


3 inch dia 


Witch uses ancient methods to make time stand sdll orto run it 
backward or forward! To make your face Jook young or old at 
will, all you need is some morning dew, and the imstructions on 
page 27. You cnn fly through time and space, on astral wings, go 
anywhere, do anything, with the simple method on page 126 You 
can visit a friend. look in on an acquaintance and see what he 3s 
doing even appear in someone's dréams, and conyinee that person 
to. do whatever you wish! 

* SECRETS OF SILENT PERSUASION!—There 1s a miagic 
handshake thar Witches often use, revealed on page 62 With this 
secret, you can implant a thought if someone's mind! You can use 
this Witcheraft power to dominate others! Control your boss! Make 
someone love you! Leave your enemies groveling in the dust! There 
is even a gazing technique Witches use on page 45, for.identical 
thotights. With this secret, you can read your friend’s mind and 
share his or her identical thoughts! 


SEND TODAY FOR YOUR NO-RISK COPY! 


Witcheraft can make you rich, even in a ghetio! You should 
never have to worry about the rent, or where the next dollar is 
coming from, never have to apologize to a boss! No matter how 
poor you are now, THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT 
can bring you a life filled tothe brim with pleasvre, wealth, and 
all the glittering luxuries of the world! To get your copy of this 
amazing Witch Book, simply fill out and mail the ao-risk coupon! 


eee ERE. MAIL NO RISK COUPON TODAY! pea | 


PROGRESS BOOKS, LTD., Dept. W1636 
3200 Lawson Bivd., P.O. Box 903, Ocesaside, W.Y. 11572 


Gentlemen: Please rush me a copy of THE MAGIC 
POWER OF WITCHCRAFT, by Gavin and Yvonne Frost! 
I enclose $10.95 plus $2 peas and handling. I may 
examine this book for a full 30 days entirely at your risk 
or purchase price back and whatever I decide the FREE 
Amulet is mine! 


L. N.Y. res. please add appropriate sales tax. 


, BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


> making business! 


in SMALL ENGINE rm 
service and repair 2°; 
Start your own money ~ 


In just a short time, you can be ready 65-million small engines You receive trade secrets 
to Join one of the fastest growing indus- are in service today! and business plans. 
tries in America...an industry where we ; : 

: 2 That’s right — there are over sixty-five We guide you every step of the way, 
qualified men are making from $10.00 to million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines including tested and proven instructions 
$15.00 per hour...and that’s just for labor. in service across the U.S.A. That's the on how to get business, what to charge, 
Parts, engines and accessories add even official count from the Engine Service how to get free advertising, where to get 
more to the profits. Assn., and new engines are being built at supplies wholesale.:.all the “tricks of 

we ay a rate of one-million per month! With the trade”. . .all the inside facts you need 
fully accredited and approved to assure success right from the start. 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top increased Income 
money servicing these engines. Home- “Dye had about 8 
owners and businessmen will seek you years experience 
out and pay you well to service and re- repairing small en- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, gines... but re- 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain pairs were only 


saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- eh A “ ee 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint AMS ie eel 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


Belsaw Course.” Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 
With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists f 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not & 


unusual for a good small engine man tobe - $k training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
three to four weeks behind in the summer . No experience necessary. all yours to keep ! 

and at least a week behind in the WER: You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 
When you see poe many small oda or have prior experience. If you can read, You risk nothing by accepting this 
are in use today, it’s easy to understand you can master this profitable trade right offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
why qualified men command such high at home, in your sparetime, without miss- training can give you the skills you need 
prices—as much as $17.50 for a simple ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully to increase your income in a high-profit, 
tune-up that takes less than an hour! illustrated—so clear you can’t go wrong. recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
You get all this Professional equipment with your Send TODAY and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO for this FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 
KEEP. ... All at NO EXTRA COST. fact-filled SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 


50375 Fleld Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


FREE There is NO OBLIGATION and 
BOOKLET! NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 50375 FIELD BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 
(1 YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 


gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 


Tells how you quickly Name 
train to be your own boss 

in a profitable Sparetime Address 
or Fulltime business of 

your own PLUS complete City 


details on our 10-Day 
NO RISK Trial Offer! 


State__ ——— 


La a a so se oo oo 


ir Send To: TV SPORTS “1 
| Box 48 


{ ALBUM Rockville Centre, NY 11571 | 
| 4 ; Please send me___ copies of ESP LiL: -BU 5.lenclose $5 I 
| 5 for each Album | order. | 
| Name 
j $5 AGOTGSS a | 
| City State __Zip. | 
| Please allow at least 3-4 weeks for délivery. U.S. funds only. | 
| For orders: outside of U.S. and Canada: Add one dollar (U.S.) for every album | 
2 ordered for boat mail, and two dollars (U.S.) for every album to be sent by air mail. _J 


AVAILABLE 
ONLY BY 
MAIL 


WRESTLING ALBUM 

#5, the best, most-colorful 

album ever, is now available through this 
special mail-order offer. Seventy-three of 
wrestling’s greatest superstars have been 
captured for you in brand-new; full-page 
portraits. The Album is printed on sturdy _ 
semi-gloss paper to give you years of enjoy- 
ment. You will never get closer to your 
favorite wrestler than in the star-studded 
pages of WRESTLING ALBUM #5 


SPECIAL BONUS: SUPER FULL- 
COLOR SECTION 


WRESTLING ALBUM #65 contains a superb 
FULL-COLOR section, featuring magnificent 
full-page portraits of the seven wrestlers 
shown below. No Album has ever been so 
crammed with color! 


SPECIAL NOTE: Our last Album was a 

complete sellout and is now considered a 

collector's item. So order your copy of — - 

WRESTLING ALBUM #5 today. Remember: f LBUM 


This beautiful Album is available only 
through the mail—it cannot be purchased 
in any: store for any price. Only $5 per copy. 
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